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PXCEDITORIAL 


A Saint Happier than Adversity is a school of character. 

an Angel Personality grows in and through 
trial. Without conflict there is no high development 
of personal being. Undisturbed ease cannot secure 
a sturdy and vigorous manhood. Innocence is less 
than. virtue. Sainthood attained through triumph 
over evil is more than angelic life that never experi- 
enced moral gain by battlings with sin. A saved 
soul has joy that can never be known by.a soul that 
was not in peril from the arch-enemy of souls. 











‘* Better to be driven 
By adverse winds upon the coast of Heaven, 
Better to be, 
As it were, shipwrecked upon its rocks 
By fiercest shocks, 
Than to sail on across a waveless sea 
Into a Christless immortality.” 


- 


Light and Shadow Light is precious, and so is shadow. 
inourLives There are those who joy inthe 
light, and who think that it would be pleasant to 
have the light always. They are sorry when the 
clouds come, and they regret that shadows ever shut 
out the clear shining of the sun. But those who 
have lived under a tropical ‘sun, with a burning sky 
above them, and never a cloud to shield or shelter 
them from the ceaseless glare of the untempered 





but where clouds with their refreshing shadows bring 
a grateful contrast to the scathing heat of continu- 
ous sunlight. We long for the light and warmth of 
unbroken prosperity, and we are sorry that shadows 
come between us and the sun of happiness. Yet if 
we never had shadows above us, the continuous glare 
of prosperity would wither our souls and dry up the 
juices of our best nature, It is in the alternation 
and contrast of light and shadow in our lives that our 
best blessings are realized. 


Oo 


Plans for the New 10 have done well in the past is 
Year only an added reason for doing 

better in the future. The Editor of The Sunday 
School Times has better things to offer the readers of 
this paper, during the coming year, than ever before ; 
and this is as it should be. The high standard of 
lesson helps will be maintained by regular work from 
such writers as Drs. McLaren, Riddle, Beecher, 
Geikie, Schauffler, Trumbull, Bishop Warren, Canon 
Tristram, President Thompson, Julia E. Peck, Faith 
Latimer, William Ewing, E. Morris Fergusson, 
Amos R. Wells, and. others. Expert workers will 
tell, out of their own experience, what methods of 
work in the Sunday-school they have found effective. 
To see, among those who will write in this line, such 
names as B. F. Jacobs, Bishop Vincent, William 
Reynolds, J. L. Hurlbut, James A. Worden, Mrs. 
W. F. Crafts, and Mrs. M, G. Kennedy, is to gain 
some idea of the wealth of good things in store. 
Organized Sunday-school work and its adaptations to 
the needs of different sections of our country, will be 
told about by state secretaries.and others who are 
engaged in the active campaign. “ Institutional ” 
churches are showing ever-increasing proofs of their 
usefulness and widening scope. The purposes, organi- 
zations, management, and efficiency of such churches, 
will be described by men prominent in this field. 
The world of the Young Men’s Christian Association 
will be described in its varied phases,—among railroad 
men, among American colleges, in England, and among 
the colleges of the world. John R. Mott and Luther D. 
Wishard, who are at present traveling around the 
world in behalf of the intercollegiate Young Men’s 
Christian Association movement, will write, from the 
field, articles telling of their progress. Dr. Cunning- 
ham Geikie, who is spending the winter in the Holy 
Land, will write from there a series of articles on 
types and manners of dife as he finds them to-day in 
Jerusalem and Palestine. The unique and valuable 
series of articles which has appeared during 1895, on 
the results of recent research in Bible lands, will be 
kept fresh and up to date by such writers as Sayce, 
Hilprecht, Jensen, Hommel, Rendel Harris, Bliss, 
and Maspero, president of the French Academy. 
Child life in those foreign lands whicle have not been 
already described during the past year will receive 
its share of attention during the year to come. Arrti- 
cles of general interest will have their place, and the 
names of lan Maclaren, Hugh Macmillan, William 
Elliot Griffis, H. L. Wayland, and the late Lieutenant 
Schwatka, give one a foretaste of the high standard 


papers an hour, of adding extra pages, printing pro- 
cess cuts, and of adding a cover, on a different colored 
paper, printed in a colored ink, when desired, places 
The Sunday School Times in a better position than 
ever before. Is The Sunday School Times a paper 
that any Sunday-school worker, any minister, any 
theological siudent, any family, can afford to be 
without ? 
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The Personal Conception of 
Christianity 


gs re personal conception of Christianity is that 
which regards Christ himself, his life and char- 
acter, as the basis and center of the gospel, and the 
constructive force of the gospel’s work among men. 
It insists that the spiritual life is personal obedience 
and likeness to Christ, and that the doctrines or 
truths about Christ are the message and pledge of 
the possibility and divine provision for such a life. 

The personal conception of Christianity reveals the 
true unity of the gospel. The unity of the solar sys- 
tem is due to the fact that the center is the sun, 
whose light billows away to the planets, and whose 
mighty, attractive force holds every member of the 
system in its place and course. Such a unity does 
the personality of*Jesus give to all the elements of 
divine truth. Unless the different elements of Chris- 
tian truth are made to center in the life and person 
of Jesus, the doctrinal system of Christianity becomes 
a collection of problems and mysteries, as our solar 
system would become a chaos of worlds without the 
sun. 

Any cardinal Christian truth may be taken in 
illustration ; the truth of atonement, for example, 
We should turn first to the study of the life and char- 
acter of Jesus, out of whose heart of more than 
human tenderness the atonement was born, and all 
whose work among and for men is at once the revela- 
tion and realization of what the atonement is. No 
statements can teach us so much about sacrifice as 
the life of him who was incarnate sacrifice and love 
can teach us. No words, though they were those of 
an archangel, can teach us so well what vicarious 
atonement is, as Christ’s atoning life and work them- 
selves can interpret it to the heart. Christ himself, 
the personal, living, loving Christ, is the life of all 
the statements which the Scriptures make about him. 
The study and explication of the atonement ought to 
begin with the study of Christ, and, if they begin 
with that, they will probably be content not to go 
beyond it. All that is written in the Scriptures for 
our learning on that subject will come and take its 
place around the- personal Christ, and find in the 
actual life he lived, and in the death he died, its 
explanation and justification. 

Something similar to this may be said About the 
various other characteristic doctrines of the gospel. 
The nature of inspiration may best be seen in that 
life which was filled and strengthened with constant 
and eager inspirations from God. To start from ine 
life of the personal Christ, in this aud similar m- 













































































































































































<td i Se & 


2 ui 
Bae Bock 


> 
Po 


quiries, is to find something real, tangible, and help- 
ful to the heart. All the truths of Christianity meet 
in Christ, and in him find their consistency with one 
another. It is only when the various elements of 
Christian doctrine are referred back to him as their 
center that they are relieved from all appearance of 
an arbitrary and fragmentary character. 

The personal conception of Christianity is necessary 
to secure the presentation of the true simplicity of the 
gospel. “ The'simplicity that is in Christ” is one of 
Paul’s profoundest phrases. The simplicity is in him, 
and it can be possessed in his truth only as that truth 
ie constantly referred back to his character and life, 
and interpreted in their light to the soul, Only per- 
sonality can make the truths of the gospel really simple. 
Take the truth and duty of love, for example. Let 
any one describe it to us, and tell us what it is to love, 
and how we are to do it. The description and ex- 
planation are not very simple. But let a person come 
to us, and by kindness win our hearts, and what is so 
simple as love? So, when we are told to love God, 
how altogether vague and impossible it seems to us at 
first! We begin to think of the great Creator and 
Father, and to puzzle and wonder how we can love 
God whom we have not seen. But bring God’s per- 
sonality and fatherhood nearer. Look on Christ as 
he stands in the ciear light of the gospel, and begin 
to see that his character is the interpretation to us.of 
what God is. Then we see, as we had not seen before, 
that God is a character, and love to him begins to 
grow simple and practical, and we see that, after all, 
love to God is only the broad but really simple prin- 
ciple which includes within itself every desire and 
effort after holiness. Every specific good aim or 
action thus finds its ground in the one principle of 
love for a person, a character. 

Or, take the doctrine of faith. One who has read 
much on this subject in the writings of theologians; 
and has observed the long program of exercises 
through which a sinner is supposed to pass on “his way 
to peace with God, must have thought that faith was 
anything but simple. But when seen to be trust ina 
person, nothing is simpler. 

We need to conceive of faith as a personal trust. in 
Jesus,—the commitment of the soul to him ; as such 
it is simple and practicable. Faith in this sense is 
a power in the life. It is something that can appeal 
to men’s hearts. When we see that trust in Christ, 
whom the Gospels reveal, is faith, we perceive that 
belief in statements about Christ, however true or 
sacred, without this personal trust is no faith at all in 
the sense of the New Testament. If faith means 
primarily acceptance of propositions, wherever found, 
it is not simple, but a struggle with mysteries. If it 
means the clinging of the heart to a personal Saviour, 
it is no longer a wrestling with mystery, but the key 
by which the mystery of Christ unlocks itself to the 
heart. 





Christmas Giving One of the old-time follies of Sunday- 
and school management is the habit of 
Christmas Getting giving little gifts to the scholars on 
Christmas, instead of training the scholars to give gifts 
on that anniversary, in token of their gratitude for the 
Gift of gifts. Very many Sunday-schools have realized 
the gain of showing their scholars on Christmas that “it 
is more blessed to give than to receive.” These schools 
would never think of going back to the former and poorer 
way. But there are other schools that still struggle 
along in the old line, with all its disadvantages and 
drawbacks. A New York worker writes feelingly on the 
subject ag follows: 


What a festering sore the giving of candies to our Sunday- 
school scholars, at Christmas, is upon the body of Sunday-school 
work! Last year a school went to the extreme of charging an 
admission fee to the Christmas festival, to bar out outsiders, 
because strange boys and girls got in and gobbled up candies 
and oranges intended only for the regular scholars. Is it not 
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time that a little skilful surgery was applied to this annoyance, 
in order that we might be forever free frum it? In the Kings 
County convention a pastor referred to this subject, and stated 
that it was a rule in his school to admit no new scholars after 
November 1, and, when questioned in reference to it, he said 
this was done “to get rid of the Christmas nuisance.” Of 
course, this drew forth some criticism, and one of dir promi- 
nent preachers seored him for it.. Finally one said that a man 
had succeeded in starting a Sunday-school by using a bushel of 
peanuts. The first-named pastor instantly replied, “ Yes, but 
that was only because another man did not come along with 
two bushels.” Christmas is so near at hand that I have 
thought you might again feel inclined to voice your disgust at 
the continuance of the practice, afid emphasize, as you have so 
frequently and ably done before, that Christmas is a giving 
season, and not one of g: tting. 


There is a great gain to the scholars when they are 
brought te know by practical experience that it is better 
to give than to receive. They enjoy bringing in their 
gifts at Christmas for distribution in the hospitals and 
asylums, and in the homes of the poor. This has been 
found to be the case in a multitude of instances. On the 
other hand, there are many difficulties, as stated above, 
in the petty gifts to scholars at Christmas, as if the schol- 
ars were to be rewarded for their attendance, instead of 
given an opportunity to show their gratitude for what is 
done for them in Sunday-school, At Christmas all 
should be invited to give rather than to get. That is the 
lesson of the Great Teaclier. 
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Very weighty machinery may turn 
upon a very small pivot. Weighty 
ideas turn upon little words, Impor- 
tant truths pivot, not so often on the three-syllable verb 
or substantive, as upon the little particle of one, two, 
or three letters,—a preposition or a personal pronoun. 
A failure to understand just what the little word “ it” 
signified in a recent book review in The Sunday School 
Times impels a Massachusetts correspondent to make 
the following inquiries : 


Dates for 
the Exodus 


I am very stupid, and therefore must ask you. kindly to 
explain, in Notes on Open Letters, tlfe meaning of the writer of 
the review of ‘‘ History, Prophecy, and the ‘ Monuments.” 
Speaking of the time of the exodus, he says, “‘ Professor Mc- 
Curdy affirms that it was about 1180 B,C.” Two sentences 
below, I read, “ Professor McCurdy dates it about 1260 B.C.” 
I have read the passage over haJf a dozen times, and in both 
sentences “ it” seems to me to refer to the same thing. Of 
course, the writer does not mean this. What does he méan? 
Also, in the Sunday-school lesson, Professor Beecher discusses 
chronology without giving us his conclusion? What is his 
date of the exodus and of the building of the temple? I value 
Professor Beecher’s comments very highly, and think he is 
usually very clear and reasonable. Unlike many comments 
which I read, | think most of that which he says which is new 
is also true. 


The paragraph to which the correspondent refers is 
itself of sufficient interest to warrant its reprinting here, 
for the sake of clarifying it to any others who may have 
failed to comprehend all that it signifies. It is as ‘fol- 
lows: “Current opinion regards one of the near successors 
of Rameses II as'the Pharaoh of the exodus, the alter- 
native opinion being that the exodus occurred much 
earlier, and in the preceding dynasty. Professor Mc- 
Curdy affirms that it was toward the end of the reign of 
Rameses III, about 1180 B.C., and gives reagons for his 
opinion (pp. 203-205, et al). Further, the point in 
Egyptian history to which the exodus is commonly 
assigned is dated by the older traditions at about 1500 
B.C., and by the traditions of the past few decades at 
about 1820 B.C, Professor McCurdy dates it about 1260 
B.C.”. Nuw if any one will look carefully at the two “ its,” 
which trouble the correspondent, he will find that the 
first refers to the exodus, and the second to “the point 
in Egyptian history to which the exodus is commonly 
assigned.” This “point” McCurdy dates about 1260. 
But McCurdy does not believe that it was at this point 
in history that the exodus occurred. He believes that 
it was toward the end of the reign of Rameses III, about 
1180 B.C., or, as was given in round numbers in the 
Notes on Open Letters for October 12, about 1200 B.C. 
The successor of Rameses II (the Great), Meneptah, 
McCurdy dates at about 1260. He, in turn, was suc- 
ceeded by Rameses III, who, according to the same 
author, reigned over thirty years, about 1210-1180. Says 
McCurdy: “ It is toward the end of the reign of Rameses 
III that the exodus is with most probability to be 
placed. It is usually assigned to the time of Meneptah, 
the successor of Rameses II.” If the paragraph from 
the book review is read in the light of this explanation, 
it will be seen that there is no confusion or self-contra- 


diction in ils -tatements, and the meauing of the two 
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“its” isclear. As to Professor Beecher’s omitting to give 
his own personal opinion on the date of the exodus in 
his Lesson Surroundings, he very wisely refrained from 
doing so because be “ thought it would add one more to 
the differences that perplex people, and would be of no 
use to any one.” 








Sorrow and Faith 


By William Hamilton Hayne 


HEN Sorrow makes our inmost being mute, 
Then Faith, brought gently to the heart that grieves, 
Is like the South Wind with her hopeful flute, 
Foretelling spring amid autumnal leaves. 


Augusta, Ga. t 
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The Biblical Exhibit at Atlanta 


By Cyrus Adler, Ph.D. 


HE Smithsonian exhibit in the United States~Gov- 
ernment Building at the Atlanta Exposition is 
designed to give to those who see it an idea of all the 
activities of the Smithsonian Institution and United 
States National Museum. 

Since 1887 two new-sections have been.established in 
the museum, the one devoted to Oriental antiquities, 
and the other to religious ceremonial institutions. I+ 
was decided to illustrate these two sections at Atianta by 
a collection which would be in itself a miniature biblical 
museum. 

As you enter the main door of the Government Build- 
ing, you find the Smithsonian exhibit on your right, and ut 
the end of the well-proportioned aisle there is a small 
alcove, twenty feet square, devoted to the biblical «x- 
hibit. The nature of a museum collection is such a8 th 
make its adequate description impossible, because the 
museum idea is that of teaching by objects instead of |.y 
words. As many of the millions of Americans to whom 
everything relating to the Bible is of interest will, no 
doubt, be prevented from visiting Atlanta before Decem- 
ber 31 (the date of the closing of the Exposition), the 
following brief account is given in the hope that it may 
stimulate the study of the Bible by such objects as_ are 
obtainable for illustrating the life and conditions of 
ancient Palestine. 

For convenience of arrangement, the first subject 
taken up is that of geography and natural history. 
Against the wall is placed a copy of the splendid relief 
map of Palestine which was prepared as the result of 
the many years’ work of the Palestine Exploration Sur- 
vey. It-takes in, not only Palestine, but Syria as well, 
and furnishes the most important aid possible to an 
understanding of the development of ancient Jewish 
history; for it is now recognized that history and geog- 
raphy are twin studies, each incomplete. without: the 
other. Geology, which is a department of geography in 
the wider sense, is represented by only a few specimens 
of the very rich rock structure of Palestine. 

To show the plant life, but little can be done in a 
small space; and the cones of the majestic cedar and fir 
of Lebanon, pomegranates and the apples of Sodom, and 
the like, give but a faint idea of the magnificent trees 
and flowers and plants of the Holy Land. 

When we come to animal life, it is, of course, different. 
The art of preparing animals for exhibition, known as 
taxidermy, has reached so high a state of perfection as 
to make these specimens absolutely lifelike. Only a 
few of the important mammals mentioned in the Bible 
could be shown; such common animals as the ass and 
the horse were omitted because every one is familiar 
with them. Not so with the camel, @ young specimen of 
which (Camelus Arabicus) is in the case. The camel was, 
and is still, one of the most useful beasts in Palestine. 
It was used for riding, as a beast of burden and drait,, 
and was formidable in war. Whilst its flesh was for- 
bidden as food, its hair was used for weaving into cloth, 
for John the Baptist “had his raiment of camel’s hair.” 
That the camel was the largest beast known to ancient 
Palestine, is shown by the proverbs “It is easier for a 
camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God,” and © Strain out the 
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gnat, and swallow the camel.” There is also a specimen 
of the coney (Ayrax Syriacus), which is still common in 
the Sinaitic peninsula, a colony now existing at the sum- 
mit of Jebel Musa, where they still “make their houses 
in the rock.” 

Passing over the gazelle, the bat, and the mouse, we 
will dwell a moment on the ape, which does not occur in 
Palestine, but is mentioned as having been brought to 
Solomon by theships of Tarshish. The Hebrew word 
for “ape” is identical with the name for “ape” in the 
Tamil language, and it is therefore assamed that the 
ships of Solomon went to Ceylon or southern India. 
This statement and others to follow show how impor- 
tant the study of the natural history of the Bible is for an 
understanding of some obscure historical statements. 

The birds shown are so much more numerous that 
most of them can be only mentioned by name: The 
eagle, the vulture, the owl, the raven, the pelican, the 
partridge, the swallow (of which a half-dozen species 
abound), the stork, the sparrow, and the turtle-dove. 
There are interesting Bible references to all of these birds. 
We will mention especially, however, the hoopoe, which 
is incorrectly given, in the Version of 1611, as-the lap- 
wing, and the quail, with which the Israelites were 
abundantly supphied in the time of need, and which still 
arrive in vast flocks by night in March. The cock is 
especially interesting, because, while no mention is made 
of it in the Old Testament (and it may therefore be 
assumed to have been unknown), it seems to have 
become quite common by New Testament times, When 
the domestic fowl was introduced into Palestine, and how 
long it took it to become common, is a question which 
might have an interesting bearing on biblical criticism. 

We must pass over in haste the reptiles and insects, 
only mentioning that they include vipers, lizards, and a 
number of examples of scorpions, flies, moths, hornets, 
and locusts. 

Leaving natural history, the visitor will come next to 
antiquities, the study usually called archeology. There 
are copies of the Siloam inscription and Moabite stone, 
and of the interesting cuneiform tablet found by Dr. 
Bliss a few years ago at Lachish, as well as specimens of 
a marble altar and of ancient mosaic, besides casts of a 
few smaller objects, to illustrate the archeology of 
Pulestine. 

Next in interest to Palestine itself is Egypt, which is 
represented by busts and photographs of the mummies 
of Sety I and Rameses II, who must have lived near the 
time of the exodus, if it did not actually take place 
under the reign of the latter. There is also a portrait 
head of Tirhaka, who has the peculiar distinction of 
being known to us by biblical, Egyptian, and Assyrifin 
records. Ancient and modern Egyptian bricks are 
shown, both kinds being made of clay and chopped 
straw, and sun dried. Finally there is a case to show 
the Egyptian process of burial. It contains a splendid 
mummy, which was secured by the late 8. S. Cox at 
Luxor, and various mummified animals, such as a dog, 
cat, crocodile, etc.; and the Book of the Dead, writtén in 
original papyrus (fragments); and the facsimile‘of the 
so-called Papyrus of Ani, which is filled with splendid 
illustrations, and the original of which is in the British 
Museum. It will be remembered that embalming was 
not a Jewish ‘custom, and is*meniioned only in con- 
nection with J@cob and Joseph, both of whom died in 
Egypt. 

Babylonia and Assyria played at least as important a 
part in biblical history as did Egypt, and a few repro- 
ductions of significant objects are accordingly in place. 
The visitor will find the black obelisk of Shalmaneser, 
which mentions by name Jehu, king of Israel ; copies of 
the fragments of the Babylonian account of the Deluge 
and of the restored text made by Professor Haupt; the 
egg of Sargon, the original of which is said to be the 
oldest inscribed object in the British Museum; and a 
cast of the colossal human-headed winged lion which 
was found at Nineveh by Sir Austen Henry Layard, and 
which probably suggested the composite beings in the 
prophecy of Ezekiel, and the four living creatures of 
Revelation. The most striking object in this collection 
is a model of the temple tower of Borsippa (an outskirt 
of Babylon), carefully constructed on the scale of a quarter 
of an inch to the foot, after the description of Herodotus 
and the measurements made by Sir Henry Rawlinson, 
The seven stages are colored after the cosmic colors, each 
stage being dedicated to a different planet. This is the 
first model ever made of one of these temple towers, and 
is of especial interest because of their supposed relation 
to the account of the Tower of Babel in Genesis. Fol- 
lowing this is a cast of the colossal statue of the Syrian 
go. Hadad, the original of which is in the Berlin 
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Museum. It contains a long inscription in the Aramean 
language, and dates back to the eighth century B.C. 
The Hittites are represented by a series ‘of casts which 
cannot be described in detail, but should be of great 
interest to students, because they relate to the most 
important unsolved question of biblical archeology which 
now confronts us. 

Next, there is a collection to illustrate the musical in- 
struments of the Bible which includes the ram’s horn, or 
shofar (still used in the synagogue), and the representa- 
tion of the long trumpet from the Arch of Titus at Rome. 
Owing to the unchanging character of the East, the 
musical instruments used in Palestine and Egypt at this 
day no doubt correspond exactly to those of ancient 
times, so that one gets a good idea of the biblical harp, 
psaltery, tabret, drum, cymbals, flute, bag-pipe, and reeds, 
from their modern representatives, and from the illustra- 
tions on Assyrian and Egyptian monuments. 

Next is a collegtion of the precious stones men- 
tioned in the Bible, the chief passages being the descrip- 
tion of the high-priest’s breastplate in Exodus 28, of 
the ornaments of the king of Tyre in Ezekiel 28, and 
the description of the foundations of the heavenly city in 
Revelation. Several specimens of each gem are shown ; 
and where there is a doubt as to which mineral is meant 
in the original, the several which are mentioned by the 
best authorities are given. There is also a model in sil- 
ver and colored cut-glass to show the probable arrange- 
ment of the gems in the high-priest’s breastplate. 

The coin collection includes the shekel, the widow’s 
mite, and the denarius, or tribute penny, as well as the 
coins of John Hyrcanus, Alexander Janneus, Herod 
Antipas, Herod Philip II, Agrippa II, and of such places 
as Antioch Cesarea, Sidon, Tyre, Ascalon, Damascus, 
Ephesus, Athens, and Thessalonica. 

Another case is devoted to objects of modern life and 
industry in the Orient, illustrative of the Bible, and in- 
cludes the male and female costume, the sheepskin coat, 
the ornaments, necklace, anklets, nose-ring, kohl to 
darken the eyes, the millstones, sling, goatskin water-bag, 
bird-trap, and ink-horn. 

Still another illustrates the ceremonial of the Jewish 
synagogue, including a scroll of the law (Pentateuch), 
with belongings, a curtain hung before the ark contain- 
ing the Law, ascroll of the Book of Esther, various objects 
used at the passover meal, a calendar for counting the 
days of Pentecost, a Sabbath lamp, phylacteries, a mar- 
riage contract, and many other objects. 

The last collection to be spoken of is that of the Bibles 
themselves, it being designed to show the original and 
the various versions. First comes the Hebrew Old Tes- 
tament, represented by a photograph of the Codex at 
Aleppo of the tenth century; a fragmentary Egyptian 
manuscript of the twelfth century, and a few famous 
editions, among them being that of the famous Antwerp 
printer, Christopher Plantin (1573); and the first Amer- 
ican edition printed in Philadelphia by William Fry, 
and published by Thomas Dobson, May 30, 1814. Next 
in order comes the Aramean Version, known as the Tar- 
gum; and this is followed by the Greek Version, or Sep- 
tuagint, represented by facsimiles of the three famous 
codices: the Sinaitic, now at St. Petersburg; the Vatican 
at Rome, and the Alexandrian in the British Museum. 
There follow in order the Syriac Version, the Coptic 
Version (represented by a manuscript), the Ethiopic, the 
Arabic (both in manuscript, and in the version of the 
medieval Jewish scholar, Saadia Gaon), and the Gothic 
version of Bishop Ulfilas. Of course, in the latter ver- 
sions mentioned, as well as in some of those to follow, the 
New Testament is included. The English Bible is rep- 
resented by facsimiles of the versions of Wycliffe, Tyn- 
dale, and Coverdale, a copy of the Geneva Bible, and an 
early print (1613) of the King James Version. In addi- 
tion to the New Testaments included in the versions 
already mentioned, there is a facsimile of the Leicester 
Codex, the Latin text of St. Jerome, edited by Erasmus; 
the first American edition of the Greek Testament, printed 
at Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1800; the translation 
of Constantine Tischendorf, being volume 1000 of the 
famous Tauchnitz series; and the parallel Revised and 
Authorized Version which appeared in the Seaside 
Library, May 21, 1881, one day after the appearance of 
the Revised Version in this country. 

This completes the exhibit; and iteonly remains to 
mention a few curious Bibles, such as a facsimile of 
Cromwell’s soldier’s Bible, « miniature Bible, a transla- 
tion into the Spanish-Jewish dialect; the Testament used 
by Bishop Asbury, the first bishop of the Methodist 
Church ordained in America; and a hieroglyphic Bible, 
which was in reality a picture Bible reading-book, from 
which American girls and boys of a hundred yeurs ago 






used to get their first knowledge of the Bible. Possibly 
the most curious of ll is Thomas Jefferson’s Bible. This 
work bears the title, “ The Life and Morals of Jesus of 
Nazareth : Extracted Textually from the Gospels in 
Greek and Latin, French and English.” The passages 
were cut out of pfinted copies, and pasted in the book. 
The source of each passage is indicated in the margin, 
and in the front there is a concordance of the texts em- 
ployed. Two maps, one of Palestine and another of the 
ancient world, are pasted in the front. In writing to 
John Adams about this book, Jefferson said it contained 
“the most sublime and benevolent code of morals which 
has ever been offered to man.” The entire book is the 
work of Jefferson’s own hands, and it is undoubtedly the 
most precious relic of this great American statesman in 
existence. 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. 
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The Indebtedness of Sacred to 
Secular Song 


By President J. E. Rankin, D.D., LL.D. 


OW far the language of song can be recognized 
from itself alone, and how far its power is the 
result of association, it is difficult to tell. The Sicilian 
melody to which Howard Payne wedded “‘ Home, Sweet 
Home” we cannot hear without thoughts that are tear- 
ful, or tend that way; perhaps they lie too deep fur 
tears. But the melody was before the words; now the 
melody always seems to be accompanied by them, even 
when we hear a hand-organ. 

Some people claim that music has word-language of 
its own, perhaps it is better to say a sentiment of its 
own. That is, there is music which is adapted to words 
of adoration; other music, to words of entreaty; others 
still, to words of petition. For a prayer may be as 
really sung as said. And this is the reason why what is 
originally intended for secular use may be easily con- 
verted to a use that is sacred. Indeed, some of the best 
music now in use in the churches is of secular origin; 
some of it has been derived from popular operas, It is 
true, it is difficult to dissociate from original surround- 
ings music first heard in a secular environment. For 
example, the “ Wedding March” in ‘‘ Lohengrin” has 
been arranged for sacred use by I. V. Flagler of Auburn, 
The melody brings back the Grand Opera House in 
Paris or in New York. This is necessary. But com- 
paratively few of the generations first heard the melody to 
which it is wedded, Schmolk’s ‘‘ My Jesus as thou wilt,” 
in opera, Their associations with it are all sacred, and 
when they now hear it in opera it is not stripped of its 
sacred garb and meaning. ‘‘ Guidance,” an adaptation 
from Flotow, we have known for twenty or thirty 
years in church service. We never heard it except in 
church, and have no other than the most sacred associa- 
tions connected with it. As such we have always 
regarded it as one of the most majestic of our hymn 
tunes. Nor do we find anything in the original words, 
which we give in translation, to disturb these associa- 
tions, though we think the sacred words, “ Guide me, O 
thou Great Jehovah,” better fitted to the music than 
they. These are the words copied from the opera. It is 
our own translation. 


“O’er my head, from boyhood tender, 
You have spread a shelt’ring care ; 
Happy all my days to render, 

You consent your all to share. 
Home than yours we had no other ; 
When our father came, one day, 
Weeping still our dearest mother, 

In your arms he passed away.” 


We can readily see that to those who have first known 
this music only in opera surroundings, and especially as 
embodied in impassioned acting, it would be quite dif- 
ferent. 

In our incidental studies in this direction, we have 
been treated to some surprises. For example, we have 
lately come across the original Irish air, “‘ The Colleen,” 
from which Ives derived our “ Beulah,”—the tune to 
which we sing “ Who are those in bright array?” in 
most hymn-books, the Sabbath Hymn Book among the 
rest. Also the Swabian folk-song which was the original 
of “ Lischer,” sung in many books with the words, “ Wel- 
come, delightful morn,”—an adaptation of Lowell Mason. 
And all are well aware that “ Flemming,” the accepted 
tune for “O Holy Saviour, friend unseen,” is “ Integer 
Vite” in the secular song books; that “ Mv Jeaus, os 


thou wilt” isa melody from the overa “ Freisebutz Yas 


















































































































































































































well, also, as the tune “Seymour,” .to which we sing 
“ Softly now the light of day.” r 

Our own opinion, as above intimated, so far as it is 
worth anything, is just this: that musical sounds have a 
language of their own, are really songs without words; 
that entreaty, for example, may be a3 really expressed 

without words as with words, and by the same musical 
' phrases, whether addressed by a child to its father, or a 
creature to his Creator; and that to transfer music from 
a secular to a sacred sphere, if the musical language is 
the same, is neither unprofessional nor improper. The 
American mind :is, perhaps, a little deficient in severe 
taste as to such matters. Itdoes not fidd itself disturbed 
by finding in the first phrase in “ Bethany ” something 
very. similar to the first phrase in ‘ Oft in the stilly 
night.” “Sicily,” also,in the Sabbath Hymn Book and 
in most others, it likes as a closing piece, although well 
aware that in Venice it is the song of gondola watermen, 
Nor does it reject “ Webb,” when it wants to sing “ The 
morning light is breaking,’ though informed that it was 
first published to the words, “’Tis dawn, the lark is 


singing.” In the Sabbath Hymn Book, this tune is 
called “Goodwin.” It likes “ America,” and “ Spanish 
Hymn,” “ Home, sweet home,” and other tunes not 


strictly sacred, but, by long usage, taken from a secular, 
and set apart to a sacred use. 

As to “‘ Guidance,” from Flotow, and some, if not all, 
ofthe above adaptations, they are in hymn-books in use in 
most.of the prominent churches in the country; in Dr. 
John Hall’s and Dr, William M. Taylor’s in New York; 
in Dr. R. 8. Storrs’s and others in Brooklyn; indeed, in 
almost every ably edited hymn-book published in the 
last fifteen years. And even the “ Book of Worship” of 
the New Jerusalem Church—a very chaste and severely 
sifted collection—has “Seymour,” an adaptation from 
the opera “ Freischutz.” Indeed, almost the only Amer- 
ican hymn-book of high character which is an exception 
to this remark is “ The Evangelical Hymnal,” which has 
such an aversion to anything but English music that it 
does not: include Dr, Lowell Mason’s “ Bethany” or 
" Olivet,” though it has ‘‘ The Missionary Hymn.” 


Howard University, Washington, D. C. 
CAB 


The Home Department on the 
Prairie 
By a Worker 


UT on the prairies we have little of the elaborate 

routine that Home Department workers in the city 

know about, but we have the essential idea, and, what is 
more important, make use of it. 

Our Home Missionary Board supplied us with slips 
explaining the work, and individual envelopes in which 
the members place a weekly offering. On the face are 
spaces for marking hours of study and attendance at 
church. In these we put the total number who study in 
our home. 

Many of the church-members are women with families 
of young children, and they cannot be regularly at the 
Bible class, A dozen took home quarterlies and envel- 
opes to give the plan a three months’ trial. Now we 
expect to put the whole Sunday-school on the list for 
the winter months. 

What “ mother.” does, the others will do; and the ag- 
gregate number who regularly study the lesson is many 
times what it was. The study hour comes Sunday morn- 
ing, and the members attend our regular service in the 
afternoon, when possible. The improvement at this ser- 
vice is very marked. 

“The entrance of thy words giveth light,” and all over 
the Sunday-school room are faces beaming with intelli- 
gent interest in the times and trials of the Israelites. 

The home collections, teo, make a decided increase in 
the school’s revenue. We propose to invest a dollar 
apiece in good books, for winter reading, to be passed 
around, first among the members, then donated to the 
school library for general use. 

Itis astonishing how many standard works there are 
on which the copyright has expired, so that they can be 
bought now for a dollar or less. The Seminary Press of 
Hartford, Connecticut, publishes a “ List of Sunday- 
school Books” (ten cents) from which one can choose a 
good many, and get some leading book-firm to affix prices, 
then order according to means. 

By passing from house to house in their regular order, 
such books as “Our Country” and “ Drummond’s Ad- 
dresses” stand a fair chance of getting read, even though 
“ Ren Har” and “ Hypatia” are among the others. 





The woman in charge of our class is able to make few 
visits, but drops a little note to each member when con- 
venient; and ds letters are less frequent than callers, 
this method of keeping up the interest seems appreciated. 
Inkster, N. D. 
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A Lesson in Provoking 
By Margarette B. Stewart 


LEASErdon’t, Marion. Now, Marion Benson, you 
are just too mean, and I can’t stand it anothet 
minute,” 

“ Girls,” called Mrs. Benson from ee room, and the two 
little girls came in, They were twins, and looked so 
much alike that even their father had sometimes to look 
twice before he knew which was Margery and which 
Marion. 

“Mother, Marion doesn’t give me a minute’s peace. 
I wanted to finish painting a picture to show father to- 
night, and she keeps teasing me so, and shaking the 
table till I expect to spoil it every minute.” 

“* It’s too fine to stay indoors,” broke in Margery. 
want her to come out to the orchard; 
sit in the house so much.” 

“But you shouldn’t take that way of asking her,” 
said mother gravely. ‘‘ This teasing habit of yours is a 
very bad one, and makes a great deal of trouble.” 

The mischief died out of Marion’s eyes, and she looked 
ashamed. 

“But, Margery,” mother went on, “nothing should 
make you speak to your sister as you did just now.” 

“She does provoke me so,” murmured Margery. 

Mrs, Benson was silent for a moment. These little 
quarrels between the sisters were becoming too frequent, 
and she had been wondering how she could put a stop 
to them, 

“Then, Margery,” she said at last, “ why don’t you try 
provoking her?” 

“ Why, Mother Benson! Haven’t you always taught 
us never to fight back, and always to ‘do unto others,’ 
and all that, ever since we were little children? ” 

Margery was astonished, and Marion looked interested. 

** Bring me my Bible, dear,” was the only reply. 

“Oh! let me get mine too. I always remember so 
much better when I read out of my own.” And Margery 
was off to her room. 

“ Bring mine too!” shouted Marion. 

So they all three sat down, and mother helped the 
little girls to find the place, and then read : 

“* And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works,” 

“IT thought provoke meant to tease,” 
after a pause. 

“ We. almost always use it that way now, but it has 
another meaning,” said Mrs, Benson. 

So they went to father’s big dictionary, and, finding 
the word, Margery read slowly: 

“*Provoke: to make angry, to offend,’” Then, alittle 
farther down, “‘ ‘To stir up,toinduce,.’ Itkind of means 
to persuade,—doesn’t it?” she asked. 

“ Yes,”’ answered her mother. 

And then they were all still a moment, till Margery 
said : 

“‘ We'd better learn that for next Sunday’s verse.” 

@ The next night, as the girls were going to bed, their 
mother came in for her little bedtime talk. “They chat- 
tered away about the happy day they had had, then said 
their prayers, and tumbled into bed. 

** Mother,” said Marion, as her mother stooped for a 
good-night kiss, “‘ Margery provoked me to-day.” 

“Did she?” said mother, knowing there was more to 
come. 

“Yes, she provoked me to a good work,” went on 
Marion. “Shé was reading, and I wanted her to go 
down to the big barn to see the new little calf, and she 
gaid she would if I'd dust our room. It was my day, and 
I had forgotten it; soshe helped me do it, and then went 
with me,” 

Mrs, Benson smiled as she kissed Margery. 

“And have you provoked Margery that way, little 
daughter? ” 

“ No, not yet,” said Marin, sleepily ; 
to to-morrow ; I’ve got it all planned.” 

Philadelphia, 


“ I 
it isn’t healthy to 


said Marion, 


“but I’m going 
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Christmas-Giving Service 


HRISTMAS is the time, if ever there is one, when 
the Sunday-school ought to discover by experience 
that there is a greater blessing in giving than in receiv- 


ing. It isa good sign of the times that each year adds 
to the number of schools that are raising their standards 
to the Christ-like ideal of ministering instead of being 
ministered unto. 

Plymouth Congregational Bandapechoo! of Chicago 
—the Rev. Dr. F. W. Gunsaulus, pastor—is one of many 
that have discovered the joy of Christmas giving. The 
superintendent, Mr. C. M. Hotchkin, expresses a strong 
preference for a simple Christmas entertainment, “‘some- 
thing that would not require a stage, something that 
would be interesting, instructive, and helpful to the 
children, and: not too expensive.” He acknowledges 
that he has “found out by experience that a spectacular 
entertainment gotten up in the Sunday-school, where 
as many children are introduced as canbe, ‘ takes’ much 
better than anything else.” Nevertheless, he has good 
reasons for disapproving of such successes. 

For the coming Christmas, Mr. Hotchkin has planned 
a new application of an old idea as a main feature of the 
program. He makes use of the well-known coin-card, 
having holes for different sizes of coins, and sealed back 
and front when the.coins are put in. The card pre- 
pared for this school has three such circular spaces at 
one end, for a half-dollar, a quarter, and a dime, all 
three to be covered by a large red seal. On the other 
half of the front of the card are these words: 


CHRISTMAS OFFERING, 1895. 
PLYMOUTH .SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
2535 Michigan Avenue. 





“Tt ig more blessed to give than to receive.” 

Don’t you want to help some of the poor of our Sunday-school 
during the coming year, in times of sickness or distress? If a0, 
fill as many openings in this card, with YoUR OWN EARNINGS, 
as porsible, and bring to the church at the time of the Christ: 
mas entertainment, and make your offerings with others of 
your class when called upon. 

[Over] 

On the back of the card are blanks for signature and 
record, as follows: 


NAME 0004000000000 cesccecee eves $0000 sosnse 006 vasees $0 e0eneees avveseees sovesoees a 
TIE BI, puaktctecues tntciens natn shettet tind titienpabinsh > 
CFRROR FEB ian in tang scinaee tanh ethns cienaanbe sngvicitnasies dhsenndad’’. vadoseumiahl m 
Amount sealed......++.. Shés  Spincksirecimertaasia cents i; 
CORE, -tenagabtachaceedenahiete dvigebeiklae dak siden vines néniuh Visitor. 4 

The money sealed in this card is not to be taken out until & 
needed to help those in distress connected with the sehool. 3 
When used, the card will be returned to you by the charch } 
visitor. She might tell you how happy you made some boy © 
or girl. e 


[OvzER.] 


Each card is stamped with a number on the back. Mr, 
Hotchkin writes: “ The object is to get the scholars to 
earn their own money, place it inside of the card, anid 
seal it up, so that at our Christmas entertainment, the 
time when we always give each scholar we little token, 
they will make their offering. We have found throtigh 
experience that by anything that they have to doin a 
certain way we can get better work from them. We 
have a church visitor, who goes among our scholars, 
and, if any of them are sick, or are in need, she has a 
fund to assist them. 

“The money is not to be taken out of the card until it 
is needed; and, when taken out, the card will be handed 
back to the giver,'with whatever remarks the church 
visitor may see proper to make. The numbering of the 
cards also should be noticed. After they have been 
used, they will be handed to the superintendent, wlio 
will say to the school, for example, that ‘cards num- 
bered 1, 8, 15, and 250, have been used during the pust 
week to pay a doctor for visiting one of our sick’ scholars.’ 
The scholars are expected to rementber their numbers. 

“ Of course, no one will know what each child gives, 
excepting the treasurer and our church visitor. It is 
not the amount so much as it is to get the children 
interested in giving. We believe that this tends to 
make, them unselfish, We try to impress upon their 
minds that the money they are giving is being used to 
help others, for the church supports the Sunday-chwol, 
Most of our donations are given to outside charitable 
work. I have always believed that the school that sup- 
ports itself becomes selfish,” 
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LESSON HELPS 


Lesson Calendar 


Fourth Quarter, 1895 


November 3.—Samuel the Judge................-seccsseeeerseneeee 1 Sam. 7 : 5-15 
6. November 10.—Sau! Chosen King. 


al 








7. November 17.—Saul Rejected. 1 Sam. 15 : 10-23 
8. November 24.—The Woes of Intemperance ....................... Isa, 5 : 11-23 
9. December 1.—David Anointed King..................... «++ Bam. 16; 1-13 









10. December 8.—David and Goliath........... «1 Sam, 17 : 38-51 
11. December 15.—David and Jonathan. ........................<000 1 Sam. 20 : 3242 
12. December 22.—The Birth of Christ....... ........ Luke 2 : 8-20 
13. December 29.— Review. 


Outline Inductive Studies 


Prepared by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature 
a 


Study 24.—A Christmas Lesson 


I. Toe MATERIAL. 


An interesting line of thought for Christmas Sunday can 
be suggested by the historical material up to the beginning 
of David’s reign. We can hardly point out distinct allusions 
to a coming Messianic leader of the nation until after David's 
reign. It was to him that Nathan brought the divine word 
that his “ throne should be established for ever” (2 Sam. 7 : 
8,16). But from the very beginning of the Bible, we have 
a series of “foreshadowings of the Christ” which are quite 
as essential to the bringing out of the divine idea of which 
Jesus, the “Saviour, which is Christ the Lord,” who was son 
of David, and born in David's city, wasthe fulfilment. These 
foreshadowings are usually grouped as follows : 

1. The human ideal (Gen. 1 : 26-30; 2: 7-17). Man 
created in the divine image, his destiny to rule over creation, 
to be in companionship with God, to develop character by 
the exercise of self-restraint. 

2. The yielding to evil, and consequent change in the 
method of realizing the ideal (Gen. 3: 15). The story of the 
fall not only asserts man’s responsibility for yielding to sin, 
and the certain consequences of sin, but clearly states the 
ground for hope. Mankind must struggle with sin, but in 
the end will achieve the victory. 

3. The introduction of a divine factor into the struggle 
(Gen. 9: 27). “He shall (or, May He) dwell in the tents of 
Shem.” God selects one race, because of its spiritual fitness, 
to be his special medium of manifestation. 

4; The selection of Abraham (Gen. 12 : 1-3; 17: 1°8; 
22: 15-18). He is to be the father of a chosen race, which 
will be the medium of blessing to the world. 

5. The holy land (Gen. 13: 14-18; 15 : 18-21). This 
belungs to the promise given to Abraham, because the chosen 
race rmoust have a home, at once a sanctuary and a school. 
I: is the prominent idea in the blessing of Jacob (Gen. 49). 

6. Jehovah the father, and Israel the son (Exod. 4 : 22, 
23; Deut. 32:6). The people of Israel are led to enter into 
closer covenant with God, who, in his loving fatherhood, de- 
livers them from bondage throngh Moses, 

7. The nation is to be holy (Exod. 19 : 6). 

8. The nation to be triumphant (Num. 23 : 20-24; 24: 
7-9, 17-19). 

9. The prophetic order promised (Deut. 18: 15-18). These 
should, like Moses, convey to Israel the divine messages. 

10. A true priesthood promised (1 Sam. 2 : 35, 36). 

These references are not exhaustive, but set forth the lead- 
ing ideas. 


Il. Topics ror Stupy anp Discussion. 


1, The Messianic Idea. Taking for granted the fundamen- 
tal facts implied in the Bible in regard to God and man and the 
universe, we note (1.) Its philosophical justification. True man- 
hood implies (a) a supreme position in the created universe, 
(6) close fellowship with'God. When man forfei's either, his 
One supreme purpose must be to again attain to it. (2.) Its 
naturalness as a divine-human method. All progress of 
avy kind has to be embodied. Some one people must 
come to understand and appreciate a great thought in order 
that it shall reach the world; some one man must be- 
come full of it, and begin to preach it, before a people will 
take it up. If God was purposing to help mankind to attain 
to a great ideal, the only feasible method of doing so would be 
through a chosen, especially influenced nation. (3.) The 
el-ment of time. We can see that a divine purpose, thus to 
iw worked out through mankind, must be limited by homan 
d- fiviencies. Any human development based on a broaden- 
ing human experience and outlouk, must take ages of time. 
kc is not surprising that this development had, ap to David's 
tune, been relatively slow and undefined. . (4.) The meaning 
of the Messianic idea. Would it be ammed up as “ deliver- 
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ance from the power of sin,” or as “restoration of loving 
fellowship. with God”? With which statement would better 
agree the hopes of the Hebrew nation? (5.) Its various de- 
tails, as impressed upon the religious thinkers of Israel up to 
David’s time. (a.) Israel, a nation that was called to be 
holy, (6) chosen to carry out a great divine purpose which 
had significance for the world, (c) given Palestine as a dand 
in which its glorious career was to be worked out, (¢) God 
standing in a relation of protection, affection, and leadership 
to the nation, and (e) having well recognized media through 
which his will could be made known to the people. 

2. The Personal Element. This begins to be shadowed forth 
when David is recognized as one who will be a leader “ after 
God’s own heart” (1 Sam. 13:14). The time had ‘almost 
come for the recognition of the elements entering into an 
ideal manhood. Such a man would be the perfect teacher of 
his race, the one in complete fellowship with God, the one 
who*could unite in himself all these “ foreshadowings.” This 


man was Jesus, the Christ. 


yy 
Lesson 12, December 22, 1895 


The Birth of Christ 
Goipen Text: Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 


joy.—Luke 2 : 10. 


(Luke 2 : 8-20. Memory verses: 9-11.) 


COMMON VERSION. 


8 And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about 
them ; and they were sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this 
day in the city of Dé’vid a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord, 

12 And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel 4 multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will to- 
ward men. 

15 And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said 
One to another, Let us now go 
even unto Béth’le-hem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made 
known unto us. 

16 And they came with haste, 
and found Mary and J6’seph, and 
«the babe lying in a manger. 

17 And when they had seen it, 
they made known abroad the 
saying which was told them con- 
cerning this child, 

18 And all they that heard it 
wondered at those things which 
were told them by the shepherds. 

19 But Mary kept all these 
#hings, and pondered them in her 
heart. 

20 And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for 
all the things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told untothem. 





1Or, night-watches 2 Or, Anointed Lord 
read p ace, good pleasure among men, 


saying *Or, things 


The American Revisers would substitute “who” 


REVISED VERSION. 


8 And there were shepherds in 
the same country abiding in 
the field, and keeping ! watch 

9 by night over their flock. And 
an angel of the Lord stood by 
them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid 

10 And the angel said unto them, 
Be not afraid ; for behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all the 

11 people: for there is born to 
you this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is 

12 *Christ the Lord. And this is 
the sign unto you; Ye shall 
find a babe wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, and lying in a 

13 manger. And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host praising 

God, and saying, 

Glory toGod in the highest, 

And on earth *peace among 
#men in whom he is well 
pleased. 

15 And it came to pass, when 

the anggls went away from 
them into heaven, the shep- 
herds said one toanother, Let us 
go now even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this *thing that is 
come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us. 

And they came with haste, and 

found both Mary and Joseph, 

and the babe lying in the 

17 manger. And when they saw 
it, they made known concern- 
ing the saying which was 
spoken to them about this 

18 child. And all that ‘heard it 
wondered at the things which 
were spoken unto them by the 

19 shepherds. But Mary kept all 
these ‘sayings, pondering 

20 them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard 
and seen,even as it was spoken 
unto them. 


3 Many ancient authorities 
4Gr. men of good pleasure. Or, 


14 


16 


for “which” in 


verse ll, and the marginal reference to“ ancient authorities ” at verse 14. 
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Lesson Plan 


and Analysis 


Topic OF THE QUARTER: The Very Present Helper. 


GoLpEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.—Psa. 46 : 1. 


Lesson Topic: Help through the Gift of Christ. 


OUTLINE : 


Datty Home Reapineos: 


f 1. What the Angels Said, vs. 8-14. 
(2. What the Shepherds Did, vs. 15-20. 


¢ 
M.—Luke 2 : 8-20. The birth of Christ. 


T.—Isa. 9 : 1-7. 


Prophecy of Christ. 


W.—Matt. 2: 1-10. The wise men. 


T.—Matt. 2 : 11-18. 


Herod thwarted. 


F.—Luke 2: 25-35. Simeon’s blessing. 
S.—John 1: 1-14. The Word. 
S.—1 John 4: 7-14. The gift of love. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International 


Bibie Reading Association.) 


Lesson Analysis 
I. WHAT THE ANGELS SAID. 


1. To Quiet Fear : 

The angel said unto them, Be not afraid (10). 

Fear not, thou worm Jacob; .. . I will help thee (Isa, 41 : 14). 
Fear not, little flock (Luke 12 : 32). 
2. To Waken Joy : 

Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy (10). 
Break forth into joy, sing together (Isa. 52: 9). 

Rejoice in the Lord alway : again I will say, Rejoice (Phil. 4 : 4). 
3- To Open Truth : 

There is born to you this day . . . a Saviour (11). 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given (Isa. 9 : 6). 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea (Matt, 2 : 1). 

4- To Scatter Doubt : 

This is the sign wnto you (12). 
It shall be... for an everlasting sign (Isa. 55 : 18). 
These are written, that ye may believe (John 20 : 81). 
s- To Honor God: ' 

Glory to God in the highest (14). 


The Holy One of Israel . . . hath glorified thee (Isa. 55 : 5). 
To the only God, . . . through Jesus Christ, . . . be glory (Jude 25). 


Il. WHAT» THE SHEPHERDS DID. 


1. They Went: 
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see (15). 
I will run the way of thy commandments (Psa. 119 : 32). 
They therefore . .. went about preaching (Acts 8 : 4). 
2. They Saw : 
They came with haste, and fownd . . . the babe (16). 
Vise Oe Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called ynto him 
(Exod. 3 : 4). 
Said I not, . . . if thou believedst, thou shouldest see? (John 11 ; 40.) 
3. They Told: ' 
They made known .. . the saying which was spoken to them (17), 
Declare his doings among the people (Isa. 12: 4). 
How shall they hear without a preacher? (Rom. 10 : 14.) 
4. They Rejoiced : 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God (20), 


With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation (Isa. 12:3), 
The eunuch... went on his way rejoicing (Acts 8 : 39.) 


~~ 


Verse 8.—‘‘ There were shepherds... abiding in the field, and 
keeping watch.” (1) A lowly company; (2) A common employ- 
ment; (3) An exalting experience. 

Verse 10.—* Be not afraid; for behold.”’ 


(1) Fears dismissed ; (2) 
Ignorance dispelled ; (3) on A awakened. 


Verse 11.—** A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.’’ The Christ (1) 
A Saviour to deliver; (2) A Lord to rule. 
Verse 14.—*" Glory toGod, ... andonearth peace.” Christ's incar- 


nation (1) Glorious to God; (2) Precious to men. 

Veise 15 —** Let us now go,... and see.”’ (1) The facts revealed ; 
(2) ze ee desired; (3) The inspection undertaken ; (4) The result 
attaine 

Verse 17 —‘‘ They made known.” (1) An ignorant world; (2) An 
enlightened few ; (3) A frank testimony. 

Verse 19.-—'‘ Mary kept all these sayings 
heart.’’ (1) The sayings Mary heard ; (2) 
The bonors ay’ | gained. 

Verse 20.—‘*Glorifying and praising God.” (1) Stimulants to 
praise ; (2) Expressions of praise ; (3) Fru'ts of praise. 


XSLY 


Jentes them in her 
he care Mary took ; (3) 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Lesson Surroundings 


NTECEDENT Events.— Afier “four centuries of 
silence,” from the days of Malachi to those of Herod, a 
special revelation comes from God to the priest Zacharias; 
Gabriel appears in the holy place, promising to the aged 
priest a son, who should be the forerunner of the Messiah 
(lesson for January 5, 1896). Then follow, in the Gospel of 
Luke, accounts of the angelic appearance to Mary (the 
annunciation), of the visit of Mary to Elisabeth, and of the 
birth of John the Baptist. In Matthew (1 : 18-25) an 
angelic appearance to Joseph is narrated, which probably 
occurred after the return of Mary. Then comes the visit to 
Bethlehem, and the birth of Jesus (Luke 2: 1-7). 
Piaces.—The neighborhood of Bethlehem; then the 
stable in that village. Bethlehem is about six miles south of 
Jerusalem, on the way to Hebron. It was of comparatively 
small size. A cave southeast of the town is the traditional 
site of the Nativity, and the Empress Helena, in the fourth 
century, built a church at this spot, which is now occupied 
by a Latin convent. The traditional site of the appearance 
to the shepherds is about a mile eastward from the convent, 
where are the ruins of another church built by the same 
empress. There are no data for identifying either locality. 
Time.—The year of our Lord’s birth cannot have been 
later than the year of Rome 749 (that is, B.C. 5), since 
Herod died in April, 750. The vulgar, or Dionysian, era 
(established by Dionysius Exiguus, a Scythian monk, in the 
sixth century) begins from the miraculous conception, or 
Incarnation, as it was called, which Dionysius fixed at March 
25, year of Rome 754. This was reckoned as A.D. 1, and the 
Nativity was placed on December 25 of that year. This 
dates the birth of Christ at least five years too late, since it 
could not have occurred later than the close of 749. As to 
the time of year, nothing is certainly known. The tra- 
ditional date, December 25, is not an impossible one, since it 
allows sufficient time for all the events that occurred before 
the death of Herod, and shepherds might have been “ abid- 
ing in the field” at that season. Jt is convenient to allow 
this date to remain, since no other can be established. 
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Persons.—The shepherds; one angel, then “a multitude 
of the heavenly host ;” the child, his mother, and Joseph. 
There is no parallel passage. Compare Matthew 1 : 25. 


Ba 
Critical Notes 


Verse 8.—And there were shepherds: Their occupation is 
suggestive, since David was a shepherd boy “in the same 
country,”—near Bethlehem. The emphasis rests on the 
word “shepherds,” hence the change of order in the Revised 
Version,.— Abiding in the field: Living outdoors in the dis- 
charge of their duty. It is quite possible that this pasturing 
of the flocks occurred in December; the climate is said to 
allow this.—Keeping watch by night over their flock: “By 
night” is closely joined with “ watch,” or “‘ watches.” The 
meaning may. be, “ keeping watches of the night” (see Rev. 
Ver., marg.). 

Verse 9.—And an angel: Not “the angel.’ “ Lo”. is not 
found in the best manuscripts.—Stood by them: Suddenly. 
But there is nothing to indicate the exact pdsition of the 
angel.— The glory of the Lord: A bright light, like the Old 
Testament shekinah. This would enable the shepherds to 
sée the angél, and also attest his message.—And they were 
sore afraid: Literally,“ Feared a great fear,” This terror 
Was natural enough (comp. 1 : 12, 29). 

Verse 10.—Be not afraid: The same word as in verse 9. 

The Authorized Version makes an unnecessary variation.— 
ZF bring you good tidings of great joy: This is accurate, but not 
literal. The message was good news, and would produce 
great joy. Hence the shepherds had 'no reason to be afraid, 
+o all the people: Both the article and the word “ people” 
show that the immediate reference is to the Jewish people, 
While the angelic message has become one of great joy for 
all nations, this is an inference from the passage. The shep- 
herds would have no ‘conception of the wide purpose of the 
Messiah’s birth. 
: “Verse 11.— For there is born to you this day : The emphasis is 
on the word “born;” “to you” refers directly to the shep- 
herds, The good tidings consisted in the news of this birth. 
—In the city of David: That is, Bethlehem, Compare Micah 
5: 2,—a prophecy doubtless well known to the shepherds. 
A Saviour: Not a temporal deliverer. Compare Matthew 
1421 and the next clause here.— Which is Christ the Lord: 
The form is peculiar to this passage, and might mean 
“anointed Lord.” But theexpectation of the Messiah amoung 
the Jews, in which the shepherds must have shared, points to 
the usnal view: Messiah the Lord. | The latter» phrase 
implies’ that he is Lord of angels. Its full significance 
appears in the light of subsequent events. _ 

Verse 12—This is the sign: The article occurs in the 
Greek, pointing to the specific sign. They had not asked for 
one, as Zacharias had done (1 : 18, 20).—A babe: Not “the,” 
since they were to find a child, born that day, “ wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger.” It is not likely 
that any other babe than Jesus would be found answering to 
this description, The minuteness of the angel’s language 
furnished the sign by which the babe could be recognized, 
and by which the truth of the message could be verified. 
“A mafhger” (not “the manger”) suggests that the exact 
place was not known to the shepherds; hence the stable 
could not have belonged to them. 

Verse 13.—And suddenly: Quite in keeping with the char- 
acter of angelic appearances, as recorded in the Scriptures,— 
A multitude of the heavenly host : That is, angels, who in many 
Old Testament passages are represented asa host (or “ army”) 
surrounding the throne of God, They came from heaven, 
but it is not stated whether they appeared in the air or on 
the earth. They were “ with the angel ” that first appeared. 
— Praising God, and saying: Probably chanting, for this was 
the usual mode of reciting Hebrew poetry (the next verse is 
in. poetic form), and a multitude cannot speak in unison 
except by measured chant. 

Verse 14.—Glory to God in the highest : ‘That is, let God be 
praised in the highest heavens. This is the first line of the 
angelic anthem, as it is called. The birth of Jesus was an 
event that called for the loftiest ascriptions of praise to God. 
-—And on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased : 
Literally, ‘ men of good pleasure.” The omission of a single 
letter in many ancient authorities (from the word rendered 
“of good pleasure”) gives the sense, “ And on earth peace, 
good pleasure among men.” “Toward men” is certainly in- 
correct, but was prpbably adopted in the Authorized Version 
to show that the “good will” was from God to men, not 
mutual good-will among men. (It appears first in the Geneva 
Version, used by the Puritans.) The Rhemish Version (Ro- 
man Catholic) accepts the reading followed in the text of the 
Revised Version, but translates it “men of good will.” In 
any case, the term refers to God’s good pleasure, not man’s, 
The angels would scarcely sing of the latter. The two read- 
ings, though differing only by a single letter, lead to different 
views of the arrangement. In one case (Revixed Version, 
text) there are two Jines, each of three members, forming a 
strict parallelism of Hebrew poetry : 

In the highest—glory—to God; 
On earth— peace—among men of good pleasure. 
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In the other there are three lines: 


In the highest—glory—to God; 
On earth—peace; . 

Good pleasure ' — among men. 
The weight of authority is for the former reading, and it cer- 
tainly yields a more symmetrical poetic form. In either 
case, “ peace” is to be taken in the widest sense,—peace be- 
tween God and man as well as between man and man, the 
result of the coming of the Messiah, for which the angels 
praised God. “Men of good pleasure” may refer to mankind 
as becoming, through the Messiah, the objects of God’s good 
pleasure, or to those men whom God makes the objects of his 
good pleasure. F 

Verse 15.— When the angels went away: Probably imme- 
diately after the utterance of praise. (The Authorized Ver- 
sion is not happy in its rendering here.) The simplicity of 
the narrative is a mark of truthfulness,—no ornamental] de- 
scription, no fantastic detailx.— Let us now go: At once; the 
verb literally means “go through.”—Even unto Bethlehem: 
As far as Bethlehem, the phrase suggestihg that it was not 
their usual place of resort.—And see this thing: Literally, 
“saying ;” thesame word used in verses 17 and 19. The “say- 
ing’ made known through the angel they regarded as ful- 
filled. The angels went into heaven to sing glory in the 
highest ; the shepherds, as “ men of God’s good pleasure,” 
sought at Bethlehem what the angels praised, and in their 
faith found “ peace on earth.” 

Verse 16.—Came with haste: Literally, “came hastening.” 

‘ound : This suggests previous searching. The angelic mes- 
sage was to stimulate their search, and direct them what to 
find; further supernatural direction was not necessary.— 
Both Mary and Joseph : These two names are closely connected 
in the Greek, hence “ both ” is inserted in the Revised Ver- 
sion, Mary’s name comes first; she was the mother of the 
child they sought. . Probably Luke, who has already indi- 
cated the peculiar nature of her motherhood, designedly 
given prominence to her, as he does in other places.—And 
the babe lying in the manger : Here the definite article is twice 
used ; referring to the “babe” and “ manger” spoken of in 
verse 12. 

Verse 17¢— When they saw it: That is, all these things, 
which corresponded with the message of the angel. There 
is no Greek word answering to “it,” hence the reference is 
not to the babe only.—Made known concerning the saying: 
* Abroad ” is to be omitted, owing to a better supported read- 
ing; “concerning” is the proper rendering of the Greek 
preposition. It would appear from verse 20 that they told 
the story at once, before returning to their flocks. 

Verse 18.—All that heard it: This suggests that the shep- 
herds told the story to many in Bethlehem.— Wondered: This 
natural and probably transient amazement is contrasted with 
the more permangnt effect upon Mary (v.19). When Jesus 
appeared as a teacher thirty years after, the story had proba- 
bly been forgotten by most of those who heard it from the 
lips of the shepherds. If his subsequent words and works 
failed to prevent the mass of the Jews from rejecting him, 
this story of the shepherds would awaken temporary wonder, 
but nothing more. , 

Verse 19.—But Mary: In contrast with the others that 
heard what the shepherds told. She is the more prominent 
person, as might be expected.— Kept all these sayings : Con- 
tinued and earnest remembrance is suggested. The word 
“ sayings” may refer to all the attendant circumstances; the 
less literal rendering, “ things,” indicates this view.— Ponder- 
ing them in her heart: This describes the manner in which 
she kept them. This suggests that she had not yet a full un- 
derstanding of the great mystery. It is supposed by many 
that Luke’s narrative of these earlier events was derived, in- 
directly at least, from Mary herself. The evangelist tells 
that he had obtained his knowledge from eye-witnesses (chap. 
1: 2), and the minute details of chapters 1 and.2 point to a 
source close to the family in which Jesus lived. This verse 
tells of what continued to be Mary’s state of mind. It is 
characteristic of Luke to carry out one line of his narrative, 
and then come back, as he does in the next verse. 

Verse 20.— The shepherds returned : To their flocks.— Glori- 
fying and praising God: This too suggests continuoms action, 
In their renewed humble toil they had a new joy; they 
echoed the anthem of the angels, as they watched their flocks. 
Otherwise unknown, they show the fruits of faith in God. 


Western Theological Seminary. 
RSA~ 
The Lesson Story 


By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


HERE are some events which so immeasurably surpass 
our experience that we must always fail to realize their 
grandeur. Indeed, even the simplest facts in nature involve 
thoughts in the consideration of which our minds find them- 
selves, erelong, confronted by the impenetrable veil that 
hides the mysteries of the universe. The germination of a 
seed has in it wonders before which all knowledge has to own 
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itself baffled; for what is that life which creates from air and 
rain and black earth the miracle of the leaf and flower and 
fruit ? 

But if the natural phenomena around us justify, at every 
step, the words of the dying Svcrates, that we ought to thank 
heaven if we have come to feel that we know nothing, what 
must be Said of the miracle which Christmas commemorates? 
If the mysteries of the physical world make us bow the head, 
how lowly must be our attitude in presence of this glimpse 
into the spiritual creation, this partial drawing aside the veil 
from the throne of the Eternal! For in the birth of Christ 
we have “him who was, in the beginning, with God;” him 
“by whom all things were made, and without whom was not 
any thing made that was made;” “the only begotten of the 
Father ;” “the brightness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person,”—the reproduction and manifestation of 
the very essential nature of God, as the impression of a seal 
is its counterpart, born into the world as a little child. 

The words of Paul strive to embody what this implies 
when he tells the Philippians that, “ being [already, from the 
beginning] in the form of God, he thought it not an [undue] 
assumption to be equal with God in his [God’s] essential 
nature, but yet stripped himself of all this, and, taking 
the form of a slave, appeared in the likeness of men; and, 
being found like a man in appearance, humbled himself, 
becoming obedient even to the length of death, yes, even to 
the death of the cross” (Phil. 2 : 6-8). 

The poetry of the old Christian legends, though only 
poetry, rises to a more adequate expression of a mystery so 
transcendent than any cold recapitulation of the simple nar- 
rative. “It happened,” says one of these, “that, as Mary 
and Joseph were going towards Bethlehem, the time came 
that Jesus should be born, and Joseph led her to a cave by 
the wayside, into which the light never entered, and, leaving 
her there, hurried into Bethlehem for help. But, as she 
entered it, beams as if from the sun forthwith filled it with 
brightness, and continued to do so while she remained in 
it. In this cave the child was born, and angels were round 
about, and worshiped the babe, singing ‘Glory to God in 
the highest heavens, and on earth peace, and good will to 
men.’ Meanwhile Joseph was hurrying on after help, and,. 
when he looked up to heaven, he saw that the pole of the 
heavens stood still, and the birds of the dir stopped in the 
midst of their flight, and the sky was darkened. And, look- 
ing on the earth, he saw a dish full of food prepared for 
workmen who were sitting round it; but, though their hands 
were in the dish to eat, those who had them there did hot move 
them, nor did those who were already lifting their hands to 
their mouths ; but the faces of all were turned upwards. And 
he saw sheep which were being driven along; but they stood 
still, and, when the shepherd lifted his staff to make them go 
on, it remained lifted up. And he came to a spring, and say 
the goats with their mouths touching the water; but they 
did not drink, but were under a spell, for all nature was at a 
pause.” 

Turning to the gospel narrative, it is striking to think on 
the homage to man, as man, in the appearance of the angels 
to poor shepherds, rather than to any great ones of the earth, 
Christianity, if true to the lesson of Christmas, can never for- 
get that rank is only “ the guinea stamp ;” the man himself, 
even’ if clad in the rough sheepskin of a Bethlehem +hep- 
herd, being the gold in God’s sight. Not that only the lowly 
are true men; worth is sown, like the stars, over the whole 
firmament of humanity, and shere may be more true lowli- 
ness in a Fifth-avenue mansion than in a squatter’s log 
house. God looks, not at the outward appearanee, he tells 
us, but at the heart. 

That the birth of Christ should have broughf to Bethlehem 
visitors from the distant regions of creation opens visions of 
a sympathy towards man in the high places of the universe 
which may well abate the natural fear that shrinks from 
leaving a world which alone we know for those mysterious 
realms that stretch immeasurably along in the pale azure of 
eternity. Notonly the angels, but the Lord of all their hosts, 

we should remember, have shown that beyond death there 
lies, not darkness, but the light and joy of their sympathy 
and love. 

Bournemouth, England. 


RSA» 
The Nativity 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


UKE’S Gospel is the gospel of the Son of man. It lays 

stress on his humanity and the universal destination of 
his work. Fittingly, therefore, does it begin its account of 
the Nativity with a fact of secular history, the census, and 
with dating the birth by the reigning emperor and the 
Roman governor of the province. 

No less significant is its dwelling, in verses 6 and 7, on the 

homely and delicate facts of maternity, which are told as 
simply and modestly as an angel might tell them. Every 
nursery may be a Bethel, a house of God; every young 
mother, with her first-vorn in her lap, may feel the hallowiug 












‘remembrance of the manger of Bethlehem. The change on 
the aspects and associations of motherhood, infancy, and the 
nurse’s care, wrought by these two verses, cannotybe told. 

The lesson begins with showing us who were deemed by 
Heaven fittest to hear the first tidings of great joy. The 
whole genius of the gospel, its adaptation to all men, its 
rejection ‘of the world’s estimates of wisdom and might, are 
anticipated in the choice of rustic shepherds as its first 
recipients. Not to wise men, star-led from afar, as in 
Matthew, not to doctors or great ones, but to common toilers, 
and to these, not when praying in the temple, but when 
attending to their trade, and thinking of no high themes, was 
the herald angel’s voice addressed. Such a selection of 
auditors tells at the beginning that the gospel and the 
Saviour whom it declares are meant for the laborer and the 
craftsman, not only for the scholar or the sage or the noble. 
Doubtless these shepherds were of the number who were 
looking for the Messiah; but their humble position, as well 
as their disposition, influenced their being selected to hear 
the angel’s message. 

Nor is the time less significant than the auditors. 
people that walked in darkness beheld a great light.” Into a 
world wrapped in gloom came the vision of the opened 
heavens, just as the child of whom it spoke was the light of 
the world; and that hour of his coming was “ the fulness of 
time,” the very midnight of the moral world. 

The narrative tells of the angel’s appearance in the same 
quiet, matter-of-fact tone as that in which it tells of the birth 
and the swaddling-bands arid the manger-cradle. Of course ; 
for the natural and the supernatural were wedded in that 
hour, and heaven was interfused with earth; and it was 
noways strange that creatures of a higher (or, at least, of 
another) sphere should come where the Lord of all creatures 
and spheres had come. If the Nativity is what*the Bible 
says that it is, where could angels gather more fittingly than 
on the hills of Bethlehem ? - 

Mark the manner of the single herald-angel’s appearance. 
He “stood by them,” and round him and them the sudden 
“glory of the Lord” blazed out on the startled night. The 
same visible symbol of the divine presence which had dwelt 
between the cherubim in the deep secrecy of the holiest 
place, and had for long centuries been absent from the tem- 
ple, shone now on the bare hill-pastures; for the true pres- 
ence had come to “tabernaclt among men,” and that irradia- 
tion was no longer to dwell in temples made with hands, but 
was to glow and, burn wherever the story of the wondrous 
birth was received by believing hearts. Sacreder than all 
temples was the rude inn where the child lay. 

The sudden contact of human spirits with the unseen 
world ever moves awe, which is largely, though not wholly, 
due to the dim sense of discord arising from the fact of sin. 
So “they were sore afraid.” Their sheep went on feeding 
undisturbed, but they shrank from the sudden sight. It is 
possible to be brave because we are beneath the capacity of 
manly fear. | 

Every word of the angel’s announcement is weighty with 
truths which, if we accept them, will save us evermore from 
allterror. Hearts stayed on them need dread nothing in life 
or in death, or in the dim beyond. That“ for” which brings 
the “tidings”? as the reason for the shepherds’ not being 
afraid should be well pondered. It sets forth the fact of the 
Incarnation as the ground of all wise courage, in the light of 
which fears else reasonable fade away and die. 

And mark the divine ingenuity, if we may so say, with 
which the message gradually approaches its climax. It first 
declares in general terms the glad character of the announce- 
ment, then comes a little nearer, in declaring its destination 
to be, primarily, Israel as a whole, the people of Jehovah, 
sacred still, though Rome’s eagle had struck its talons deep 
into the national life. Then it tells the plain fact of the 
birth, and adds the assurance that, in a way as yet undis- 
closed, that most common of all incidents was for the indi- 
vidual good of the shepherds, as well as for the joy of all 
Israel. The placeof the birth is next told, and would suggest 
thoughts of David’s line, and of at least one prophecy of a 
great one to come from Bethlehem. 

And then the full blaze of the transcendent fact is turned 
on the listeners, as, in majestic climax, the mighty names of 
the new-born child are proclaimed, as the style and titles of 
a sovereign on his coronation day. He is, first, Saviour; 
and the absence of any specification of what he is to save 
from makes the title the wider and grander. It is wholly 
indefinite, that is, comprehensive and complete, inclnding the 
removal by him of every outward and inward evil, and the 
bestowal of every possible outward and inward good. He is, 
second, Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed of God, who should 
fulfil all the ancient promises to Israel, and be God’s King, in 
whom, as in a bright, consummate flower, all the past should 
find its meaning. 

He is, finally, “the Lord.” That name rises above the 
preceding. The Saviour might conceivably be but one of 
the race, as might the Messiah be; but this solemn title, set, 
as it is, in a creacendo, at least hints at mysteries not yet ripe 
to be disclosed. It implies supreme authority, and on an 
augel’s lips most naturally includes the speaker and his fel- 
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lows among the subjects of this Sovereign. He is “ Lord of 
men as well as angels” The herald had no share in the joy 
of Inéarnation, beyond that of announcing it. He had to say 
“to you”—not to him and his comrades—is he “born.” 
But lie was a subject of this Lord. 

Other children were born in Bethlehem that day, but the 
sign by which the Saviour Lord is to be known blends most 
strikingly majesty of title with lowliness of condition. None 
other would have so rude a cradle. His poverty is the sign 
of his riches; his weakness, which needed the support of 
“swaddling bands,” is the token of his strength. Well for 
us if our understanding and our faith embrace both his low- 
liness and his loftiness, and see in the former the token of 
the latter | 

The single voice was caught up by a throng of angels, not 
hovering in the sky, as painters make them, but “ with” the 
angel, beside the shepherds. Their place marks the unity 
between us and them, their eager interest in the mystery of 
Incarnation, and their’ subordination to this child- Lord. 
Their choral song, which flooded the silence with music as 
the glory had filled the darkness with light, has substantially 
the same meaning, whether we adhere to the old rendering, 
and regard it as falling into three clauses, or, with the other 
arrangement (Rev. Ver.), take it as consisting of two unequal 
strophes. In either case, the song tells, as is natural when 
angels are the singers, first of the effect produced in heaven 
by the Incarnation. “Glory to God in the highest” may 
either be an expression of desire or an adoring statement of 
fact. The mystery of the humanity of the Lord brightens 
the throne of God with a new luster to angels’ eyes. It has 
taught them a new measure of the glory of God, as being 
most chiefly manifested in that, to them else unimaginable, 
depth of humiliation. 

“On earth peace,”—the issue of the Incarnation for this 
distracted world, torn by strife and shaken by disquiet, shall 
be peace in all the relations of men, with God, one another, 
and themselves. First there must be peace with God, and 
that can come only by the death of him whose birth was in 
order that he might give his life a ransom for many. ‘Inward 
calm will follow our being at peace with God; for all our 
nature will be harmonized in loving obedience, and all our 
powers satisfied with goodness, and calmed by trust and ser- 
vice. The cessation of hate and strife among men will follow 
on that inward"peace. Jesus, and Jesus only, can end what 
Cain began. The vision tarries, but the conscience of Chris- 
tendom is waking to the radical inconsistency of war with 
the meaning of the Incarnation, and every Christian should 
help on that awakening. 

“Good will to men” sets forth the reason for both preced- 
ing clauses. In heaven the Incarnation flashes new beams 
into the blaze of the glory, and on earth it breathes out peace 
because it declares and bestows God’s good will on the 
race of men. If we read “to men of good will,” the words 
teach that the peace is given to those in whom God is well 
pleased. That does not necessarily imply limitation of his 
good pleasure to a class, but, as in the other construction of the 
clause, may declare that in the Son of his love, in whom he is 
well pleased, his good pleasure rests on the sinful race of man. 

Note how the shepherds took the vision and message. 
There is no sign of wonder, still less of doubt. The angels 
“went away from them into heaven,”—what a naive, child- 
like way of telling the fact! And, when they were left again 
in the silent darkness, they did not fancy that all was illusion, 
nor were they confused by the wonders they had heard and 
seen. With beautiful faith and sane common-sense they take 
the wisest step, and set off through the night, to the town to 
verify the vision. “ They came with haste;” for awe, hope, 
and trust winged their feet. Such haste is not rash. We 
cannot be too swift in seeking confirmation of the good news 
of the Saviour’s birth. Delay in that is dangerous indeed, 
and augurs indifference or disbelief. 

The various ways in which the tidings and fact of the In- 
carnation affected those who knew it are suggestive. It 
turned the shepherds into earnest seekers, then into eager 
evangelists, and then sent them back to their flocks with glad 
hearts and praising lips. Does it do these things for us? 
The Virgin Mother kept these things in her meek heart, as 
how could she ever forget them? She not only preserved, 
but “ pondered” them, and, in many a sweet hour of soli- 
tary musing, approached the knowledge of their unknowable 
depths. 

But there were others to whom all was but a nine days’ 
wonder. A shallow emotion like astonishment is transient ; 
and there is nothing surprising in the fact that all these peo- 
ple, who gaped at the shepherds’ story should have forgotten 
all about it, if they were still living when Jesus, thirty 
years after, began to teach. 

Let us cherish deeper and more lasting feelings than a sense 
of wonder, as we think of the cradle at Bethlehem. To ac- 
cept the angels’ song, to sound out the glad tidings to others, 
and to keep them ever in the deepest chambers of our hearts, 
that we may draw ever-increasing power and sweetness from 
their inexhaustible significance, is our simple duty and truest 
wisdom. 

Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 










Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, LL.D. 


A Saviour is Born 


IN is the one great, stark, horrible fact of this world. Of 
all the hundreds of religions, the only one that pro- 
poses to cleanse from sin is Christianity. Others seek favors 
of the gods, but none pretends to give a clean heart, The 
heavenly announcement is, “ Peace on earth, because unto 
you is born a Saviour.” One could not be more needed; the 
nation was enslaved, the people miserably poor, their re- | 
ligion perverted, the world absolutely hopeless and helpless, 
If there be anywhere any heart of pity or hand of help, this 
is the time to show it. 

‘The great wonder of the Incarnation is that the Son of 
man could so empty himself of attributes and powers as to be 
born a babe. We find it hard to empty a pocket for him. 
He empties himself for us. A full pocket may represent the 
toil, the outgo of self, for a day or a year. We can do that. 
But who would consent to be emptied of faculties? Who 
would give up memory, power of thought, come to a babe’s 
conditions, and slowly creep in a babe’s way toward man- 
hood? It was necessary. It were vain to tell man in words 
that he could have power to become a Son of God, be a par 
taker of the divine nature. That would make no impression 
on man’s hopeless despair. It must be shown in actual pro+ 
cess, under the most unfavorable circumstances. The passage 
from the lowliest to the highest must be made by one, in 
order to be followed by millions in all ages and lands. 

This actual demonstration was characteristic of all Christ’s 
ministry. ‘ Yeshall find the babe,” the angels said. “Come 
and see,” Christ said to the following disciples. ‘ Tell John 
what things ye see.’ “ Reach hither thy hand,” said he to 
Thomas.” “Come and see” is the law of progress in the other 
world, as the Revelator shows us. 

Yet to appreciate Christ’s advent into this world required 
great faith, Many babes were born in Bethlehem, all in 
more promising circumstances, But few heard the angel’s 
attestation, and they were humble men. But then faith al- 
ways comes with every babe. It is easy for any mother to 
believe her son can become a Bismarck or Lincoln. Every 
child is prophetic. But, surely, no mother or angel could 
measure or imagine the influence of this babe, spreading 
through the centuries and over the continents till the joyful 
Christmas song is echoing round the world. 

Angels were glad to be missionaries to carry the glad 
tidings. We should be. We have more personal interest in 
the tidings. 

University Park, Colo. 
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Illustrative Applications 
By H. Clay Trumbull 


HERE were shepherds . . . abiding in the field, and keeping 
watch by night over their flock (v. 8). There is nothing 
better than daty-doing, day or night. Whether it be sleeping 
or waking, caring for a sick child, or watching over property 
that is in danger, the best thing to do is to do what ought to 
done. And when one is doing his duty he is in the place of 
usefulness, and at the post of honor. If God wants a man 
for a special work, he will call a man who is already where 
he belongs, whether that man be a king or a shepherd. If 
he wants a shepherd, he will not look for him in a palace, 
but in a sheep pasture. If he wants a king, he will not look 
for him in a sheep pasture, but in a palace. If you want to 
serve God or to please God, be at your place of duty by day 
or by night. . 

An angel of the Lord stood by them: ... and they were sore 
afraid (v. 9). We are more likely to be afraid when there is 
no reason for it than when there is very good reason. We 
are more likely to be afraid of God than of the Devil. We 
do not think of the danger of dving harm to our own souls, 
or to the souls of those wh® trust us, so often as we do of the 
danger of being harmed by God’s neglect of us, or by his do- 
ing something that we wish he would not do. Perils are on 
every side of us all the time, from moral and spiritual forces; 
yet we are comparatively unconcerned about these. When, 
however, physical forces threaten us, like earthquakes, 
cyclones, lightning, fire, or flood, we are inclined to forget 
that these are all God’s messengers, subject to his control, | 
and we are likely to be sore afraid. How much like the' 
Bethlehem shepherds we are in this thing! 

Be not afraid. ... There is born to you this day . . . a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord (vs. 10,11). What folly it would be 
to be afraid of the best news that ever came to the world! 
All of us need a Saviour, and when God sends a special mes- 
senger to tell us that a Saviour has come to the world, the 
glad tidings ought to be welcomed heartily. But when we 
are told that the Saviour is our Saviour, there is added cause 
for joy. There would be a tinge of sadness even in the goud 
news of a Saviour of the world, if we were in doubt wheiwer 
























































































































































































































































we were incinded in his mission, But now thete is no doubt 
astothis. The promise is specific: ‘ There is born to you 
this day ... a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God (v.13). There is an interest-in heaven in 
the fact that a Saviour is born to us, It would be strange 
indeed if we ourselves had no interest in this fact, Yet it is 
doubtiees true that God and the heavenly host have more 
concern for us than we have for ourselves. this we can 
re-t assured, God loves us more than we love ourselves, 
God loves our dear ones more than we do, God wants us to 
be sived more than we want to be saved. God rejoices more 

‘than we do in our acceptance of salvation. When we take 
as our own the best gift that God has to give to the universe, 
we wake anew the praises of the heavenly host to God’s glory 
and to the good of his loved ones. 

When they saw it, they made known concerning the saying 
which was apoken to them about this child (v.17). Good news 
ought to be told to those whom it most concerns. A cure for 
divease ought to be shown to the sick. A way of escape 
ought to be pointed out to the imperiled. Water ought not 
to be hidden from the famishing. Food ought not to be con- 
cealed from the hungry: Salvation for the lost belongs to 
the lost. He who knows of it has a duty to make it known 

“to others. It is as much our duty to tell’ the good tidings of 
a Saviour for the lost, as it was the duty of the Bethlehem 
shepherds. And the world’s need is now as real as it was then, 

Philadelphia. 
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Teaching Hints 
By A. F. Schauffler, D. D. 


E COME s0 often to this Christmas lesson that the 
teacher may be at a loss to know how to treat it 
freshly. For all the younger classes, I would suggest that it 
be handled as a Christmas lesson pure and simple. But in 
Classes where the theme has been touched upon time and 
again, it may be well to call attention to the ministrations of 
angels, as vet forth in the Bible. We know that the other 
world has multitudes of beings called angels. The Word of 
God speaks of them over and over again. In our lesson we 
are told that a gyeat multitude of them came to the plains of 
Bethlehem, and there sang praise to God. From this verse 
we should infer that angels are much interested in what goes 
on in this world. A study of the Word of God confirms this, 
and makes us feel that angels are our friends, We are not told 
all about them, and their relationships to ourselves, but we 
are given many hints, from which we may draw inferences, 
I will give some of these : 

Angels Know what is Going on in this World.—This would 
seem to be the case from what is stated in 2 Samuel 14: 20, 
In many passages we find them represented as coming on 
errands of various kinds, and from this, too, we infer that 
they have a knowledge of earthly affairs. 

Angris hare Borne Special Messages to Men.—One of them 
came to Elijah, and, awaking him from his despondent sleep, 
bade him eat (1 Kings 19:5). One came to Daniel, and 
closed the mouths of the lions, so that the prophet slept un- 
injured in the lions’ den (Dan. 6 : 22), One came to Peter 
in prison, and delivered him (Acts 12:7). Another came to 
Cornelius in Cesarea, and showed him how to find that truth 
which he had been so earnestly seeking (Acts 10:3). One 
named Gabriel went to Nazareth, and announced to Mary 
that she was to be the mother of the Messiah (Luke 1 ; 26; 
see, also, Luke 1 : 19). Another, called Michael, resisted 
Satan on Mt: Nebo, when they contended for the body of 
Moses (Jude 9). This Michael seems to be a most powerful 
angel (nee Dan. 10 : 13; 12:1; Rev.12:7). It seems that, 
before the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, God used these 
angelic messengers much. But since the outpouring of the 
Holy Ghost they have not been so much needed. Yet their 
service is not altogether dispensed with, as we shall see by a 
further study of what the Word says about them. 

Angels are much Interested in Conversions.—In Luke 15 : 10, 
we read that there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth® This means that angels, 
when we repent, know it, and are filled with joy, It isa 
most solemn thought that no tramp in Water Street.can repent 
without causing joy to break forth in heaven. We nowhere 
read that angels rejoice over a Columbian Exhibition, success- 
ful though it may be. In such things they apparently take 
but languid interest. But in one soul's repentance they re- 
joice greatly. This shows the relative estimate that they put 
on things in heaven. 

Angels Seem in some Way especially to Care for Children.— 
This is apparent from what Jesus says in Matthew 18 : 10. 
The disciples had been showing their contempt for the little 
ones, and to them it was that lre said, “ Their angels do al- 
ways hehold the face of my Father which is in heaven.” 

Angels Seem to Care for the Spirits of the Believing Dead.— 
Our Lord teaches this in Luke 16 : 22, where he says that 

Lazarus was borne by the angels into Abraham's bosom. 
Authentic cases have occurred in which believers have seen 
the other world opened before their eyes as they were pass- 
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ing out of this world, and have seen the angels in glory, 
apparently waiting to receive them. 

Angels are to be Active in the Judgment of the World.—This 
is apparent from many passages in the Bible. In that great 
harvest “the reapers are the angels” (Matt. 13 : 39),. They 
shall gather together God’s elect from under heaven, at the 
day of judgment, as we are told in Matthew 24: 31. Swift 
messengers they will then be of God’s mercy, and of his 
retributive justice. The Revelation is full of their ceaseless 
activity, and seta them forth as the powerful and obedient 
servants of the Most High. 

Angels are to Grace the Triwmphal Return of the Lord.—The 
Son of man will one day come in great glory, and then all 
his holy angels will be with him (Matt. 25: 31). How many 
these will be we are not told, but in Revelation we are told 
that they are ten thousand times ten thousand and thous 
sands of thousands, And if the appearance of one angel 
can fill a man with awe and dread, what shall we say of that 
sight when heaven shall be emptied to grace the triumph of 
the Son of God when he marches to victory ! 

Believers are to be Companions of Angels in Eternity.—All 
of us who really are followers of Jesus are to dwell with 
angels in God’s presence forever. Indeed, it seems as if be- 
lievers were to occupy places above angels. “ Know ye not 
that we shall judge angels?” says Paul. Incredible as it 
seems, we are warranted in believing that God will assign to 
those whom his Son has redeemed a higher place than that 
which he has given to angelic beings. How it should make 
us walk worthily of that vocation wherewith we are called! 

New York City. 
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Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


GAIN the dear old story. It should be made a happy 

lesson, and a proof that all our gladness and the bless- 

ings of every day are because Christ the Saviour came to 

earth, and that it is for his birthday we now rejoice. Let 
the golden text be the key-note of all the lessons. 

Behold.—See, look, give attention; a call to observe, to 
notice something important. Would you not stop and listen 
if you heard such a call? Whodid hearit? It was one 
night nearly two thousand years ago, when some shepherds 
were resting with their sheep and lambs in the same fields 
where Ruth went to glean, and where the shepherd boy who 
became a king used to lead his father’s flock in green pas- 
tures. What was hisname? Though it was night, suddenly 
a bright light shone around, and they were afraid; but an 
angel stood by, and said, “ Be not afraid,” and then began 
his message with this word “ behold.” 

Good Tidings.—The angel said, “I bring you good tidings.” 
We might say, when we heard some pleasant thing, we 
have had good news, something to make us happy. All the 
world is glad to-day because of that message the angel brought 
the shepherds. He told them where they might find a little 
child who was born in Bethlehem, a child who, he said, 
“is Christ the Lord.” He said they would find a little baby 
wrapped in long clothes lying in a manger in the city of 
David. The shepherds knew that they meant it was in 
Bethlehem, a small town near by, where David used to live 
and where Samuel anointed him to bea king. They knew 
it meant that the One long ago promised had come ‘to earth, 
the One whom all the prophets had written about, and of 
whom David sang in the Psalms. It had been written 
where he should be born. : 

Great Joy.—The angels said they were tidings of great joy. 
Do you suppose the shepherds were glad? The One for 
whom they had longed was alive, near them. It was surely 
true, since an angel had come to tell them so. And the word 
had been sent to lowly shepherds, after so many kings and 
prophets had waited and prayed for his coming, when every 
pious mother had prayed that God would give her a son, and 
that son might be the promised king and Saviour. It was 
news of great joy, not only for the earth, but all heaven was 
glad. In the shining light and glory around the herald 
angel was not alone, for singing hosts were with him, telling 
the glad tidings ; and these are the words they sang: 


“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good will toward men.” 


To Ali People.—Were the message and the heavenly song 
only for.the listening shepherds? The angel said the good 
tidings were for all people, and they called the child a 
Saviour, Christ, Lord. As the songs of the angels filled all 
heaven, so praise and rejgicing for this Saviour will bring 
peace and good-will on all the earth. Love was the song, 
because God's promised love-gift to earth had been given, 
and the One who was born a little child was to grow up and 
prove by his life and his words that “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son.” The good news was for 
all people forevermore, and the time is coming when he who 
was the babe in Bethlehem shall be king over all the earth, 
tor “all nations shall eerve him.” 





The Angels.—They went again to heaven. But wan their 
work for the-chili all done? No, no! Even yet they are 
glad when @yen one who has been sinning turns from his rin 
to that same Saviour over whose birth they sang. Angels are 
those who serve, obey, watcli, guide, save, They watched 
that little Christ-child while he slept in the manger, when 
he was in his mother’s arms, told where he must be taken to 
be safe from danger, watched all his boyhood, all his work as 
a man, strengthened him when weary, comforted his suffer- 
ings and death, guarded his tomb, joyfully told. the good 
tidings as they said, “He is not here. ... He is risen.” 
They received him in clouds of glory when he went back to 
heaven, the King of glory above. And now the angels 
lovingly watch every child, Will you try to make them 
rejoice? 

The Shepherds,—They went at once to Bethlehem, to see 
what the Lord had made known to them. What did they 
find in the manger? Whose earthly lips told the first news 
of the birth of Christ? Did they gladly spread abroad the 
good news? Can you help to tell this Christmasstory to any 
others? Are there any poor, lowly, lonely, forsaken ones 
that you may make glad with gifts and love and songs? Did 
it make the shepherds idle or vain that they had been so 
honored? They went again to their work and their flocks, 
serving and praising as they weit; for Christ ‘is Lord of 
every-day work and praise done thankfully and faithfully, 
Will you, like Mary, think of all these things, keeping them 
in your heart? 


Louisville, Ky. 
ASS 
Hints for the Primary Teacher 


vs By Julia E. Peck 
|* THE same country where David used to live before he 
went home to “heaven, there were other shepherds, one 
night, out in the fields watching their flocks. It was Christ- 
mas Eve, but they did not know it; for no one had ever 
heard of Christmas, The shepherds would be the first to 
hear to-night. They had expected all along to hear good 
news, and had prayed that it might come quickly. They 
expected God to send them a great king, with war-horses and 
chariots, who would order them to fight for their country; 
and in that case the call might come at any time, by loud 
trampets and shouts of men, but, instead, the news came to 
them —— like this. 

The teacher holds up a picture of the appearance of the 
angels to the shepherds, 

Not loud trumpets, as you see, but an angel called them, 
and told them of a babe, “which is Christ the Lord.” In 
the village the shepherds found him. 

There was a stable in a rocky cave, and a manger cut out 
of stone, and, lying there asleep in the manger, was 

The teacher silently holds up a picture of Madonna and 
child, With awe in their faces, those who know will rever- 
ently tell the younger children about this holy babe. 

At this point, the teacher will gain most by listening for a 
moment to the children, learning from them whether it is 
now best to emphasize farther the account of the birth of our 
Lord, or to dwell more particularly on its significance to us, 
—this, of course, after the children have told the story of the 
shepherds, who were at first frightened by the light and the 
angel, until the angel said gently, “ Fear not: for I bring 
you good tidings of great joy,,which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord,” 

Let us learn the words of the angel,—our golden text,— 
and then we will sing Christmas songs about the shepherds, 

Such songs or carols as “Shepherds sat upon the ground,” 
from “Songs and Games for Little Ones,” by Gertrude Walker 
and Harriet 8. Jenks (Oliver Ditson Co., Boston), of “ Sing 
in gladsome carols,” by Emilie Poulsson, might be used here, 

Some of the older children may ask to tell the story of the 
wise men abd their gifts, This will lead to the thought of 
the “ beautiful things ” we are making for each other, which 
the children may describe. May we bring a gift to Christ our 
Lord? Sing or recite this verse : 


“ What can I give him, 

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wise man, 
I would do my part. 

Yet what can I give him ?— 

Give my heart.” 





“ Giving my heart” means “ giving my love,” and— some- 
thing more! 

Teach: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” A 
story (adapted) will help us to understand this. 


Story . 


"A cold and homeless baby wandered through the streets one 
Christmas aight. Tle children in the houses (the baby evuid 
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see them through the windows) were trimming Christmas trees 
and sewing candy-bags, and— © 

This baby wanted to come in and play with the beautiful 
toys, have some supper, and warm himself at the bright fires. 

None of the children would let him in. They said, “Go 
away, we are busy.” 

At last he came to a poor little house where the only bit 
of Christmas was a sprig of evergreen in an old cracked cup. 
Two children here were listening to the story of the Christ- 
child. Their mother was telling it, as we have heard it to- 
day, when the baby tapped gently at their window. 

The children gladly opened wide their door, and, when they 
had rubbed the child’s cold hands and feet, eagerly shared 
with him their tiny cup of milk, though there was scarcely 
enough for themselves. 

This is not called a true story, though we think it can be 
mostly true, and there is more to it. 

Suddenly, the poor room was filled with a wonderful light. 
The baby had gone from their sight, but in his place was this 
light that glowed, and the mother said, “ We have fed and 
warmed the Christ-child to-night.” 

Teach : 


“Children whose lives are blest with the love untold 
Whose gifts are greater than your arms can hold, 
Think of the child who stands 
To-day with empty hands! 


“Go fill thém up, and you will also fill 
Their empty hearts, that be so cold and still, 
And brighten longing eyes 
With grateful, glad surprise. 


* May all who have, at this blest season seek 
His precious little ones, the poor and weak,— 
In joyful, sweet accord, 
Thus lendiftg to the Lord.” 


Northampton, Mass. 
ASA 


Surroundings and History of 
Bethlehem 


By H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


N THE center of the hill country of Judah, at its eastern 
édge, a small bluff projects from the Judean range, 
crowned by a village, which long remained unfortified, and 
whose single claim to distinction before the morn when the 
angel choir proclaimed the Redeemer was that hence sprang 
the line of David. Yet, as I stand on that rocky ridge, under 
the wall of the Church of the Nativity, I cannot but recall 
that on this spot many a minor link in the chain of sacred 
history has been forged. Lying on one of the most ancient 
routes from Egypt to Syria, and possessing wells of water, 
Ephrath, as it was formerly called, was a town in the days of 
Jacob, Just tothe north of it is the tomb of Rachel, his 
best loved wife, and, a few hundred yards nearer, the cele- 
brated wells, for the water of which David yearned, und to 
which the place, in some respects, owes its existence. Imme- 
diately at our feet winds the old caravan road, near to which, 
and probably at this very spot, Chunham, the son of Barzilai, 
built a caravanserai, for which public gift succeeding genera- 
tions bore him in grateful remembrance. 

Looking eastward, the eye gazes on the plain which stretches 
eastward as far as the Judean wilderness. If our visit be in 
spring, the terraces which sweep round the shoulder of the 
knoll are bright with olive- and fig- trees; and the vineyards, 
the rich turf, the browsing goats, the brilliant carpet of 
spring flowers, all seem to tell of that message of peace on 
earth which first echoed over these hills and valleys. Those 
fields beyond, now bright with the green of spring, recall a 
page of domestic history. There the simple pastoral, the 
story of Ruth the Moabitess, was enacted, and the details of 
that picturesque episode of Oriental life may be illustrated by 
the unchanged habits of the people, as we may watch them, 
later on, in the harvest field. Once, and once only, have I 
seen those fields sprinkled with winter snow. 

‘On the bare, red-brown hills which rise to the north of 
them the shepherds were encamped when they heard the 
angels’ song; for, though a ruined chapel in the plain marks 
the traditional site, those fertile lands never could have been 
used for pasturage. In those same hills, more than a thou- 
sand years before, the Psalmist of Israel ‘had wielded the 
shepherd boy’s sling, and drunk in the poetry which clothes 
his exquisite lyrics. Beyond, a blue haze reveals the outlines 
of the mountains of Moab, interwoven with the story of 
Bethlehem. Fortified by Rehoboam, Bethlehem scarcely 
appears in history again till the Nativity and the slaughter of 
the innocents. After the fall of Jerusalem, the Emperor 
Hadrian desecrated it by planting a grove to Adonis, which 
remained till Constantine purged the abomination, and 
erected the noble charch over the cave which was probably 
the stable of the khag, and where Jerome lived for thirty 
years, and accomplished that pr t of his life 
work, the Latin Bible, the basis of the Valgate. The central 
area of that church is open to all the sects, Its marble col- 
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umns bear the escutcheons of many a crusading chief, and 
the dilapidated roof is supported by beams of English oak, 
the gift of Edward IV of England, Since the days of 
Jerome the daily voice of prayer and praise has upinterrupt- 
edly gone up to heaven, 


The College, Durham, England. 
AS 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By the Rev. William Ewing 


af BIDING iy Tus Freip.”—There was a peculiar fitness 

in the announcement of Judah’s king to a company of 
Judean shepherds. Judea is in Palestine, par excellencethe land 
of theshepherd. A view of tle surrounding country from any 
of the higher eminences will show even the casual observer 
that its prevailing character is pastoral. The hillsides are 
terraced here and there; of old ghey were so much more 
extensively, and the rich vine trailed its clusters over slopes? 
now bare and barren, while gardens bloomed in the shadier 
valleys. Each village has its own hakl, or bit of cultivated 
land, but beyond this little patch stretches far and wide the 
bartyeh, or open grazing-land. The characteristic figure in 
Judea is not, as in Samaria and Galilee, the sturdy peasant 
farmer, with plow and oxen, but the stalwart, careful herds- 
man, wandering peacefully before his fleecy charges. Judah's 
conception of God as Israel’s true king and guardian was ex- 
pressed in that immortal lyric, “The Lord is my shepherd.” 
The first of her own kings was taken “ from the sheepcote,” 
and ‘Amos was taken from “ following the flock.” Some of the 
most touching imagery of the Old and New Testaments is 
drawn from the prevailing vocation of the Judean uplands. 
When the Saviour teaches in Galilee, reference to the work 
of fishermen and husbandmen illumines his discourse. In 
Samaria, “the fields are white unto harvest,” but in Judea 
he is “the good Shepherd.” While the occupation of these 
men was humble, from of old in Palestine it has been most 
honorable. “ It is the stateliest shepherds of all time that 
the dawn of history reveals upon her fields—men not sprung 
from her own remote conditions, nor confined to them, but 
moving across the world in conversqwith great empires, and 
bringing down from heaven truths sublime and universal to 
wed with the simple habits of her life. These were the pa- 
triarchs of the nation.” And it is the pride of every shep- 
herd in these fields to-day to trace his descent to, and serve 
himself heir to the traditions of, these splendid shepherds of 
the past. 

Tue JupEAN Nicut.—It is easy for any one familiar with the 
life of Judea now to picture the scene of that memorable night, 
near the old town of Bethlehem. Night has fallen darkly 
over all the wilderness, blotting out the landscape, save only 
the dim outline of Moab on the distant horizon, but reveal- 
ing the full splendors of tie Syrian sky. The wide-reaching 
stillness is broken only by voices of beasts of prey; and the 
lights of the village, glimmering from behind the olives on 
the hill to westward, might almost be mistaken for the glean- 
ing of their eyes. The wearied sheep, gathered together and 
numbered, lie still, in quiet confidence, beside their shaggy 
canine guardians, their niasters sleeping lightly in their midst, 
or under a neighboring tree. Alarm at night was no new 
thing to them, ever ready as they were to grasp their clubs 
and sally forth against their wandering foes. But we can 
imagine with what amazement they would spring up and 
gaze and listen, when all the sky was filled with a burst of 
heavenly splendor, and the air throbbed argund them with 
the strains of unearthly music, 


Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. 
AY 
Question Hints 


By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 


HE Curistmas Messencer (vs. 8, 9).—‘“In the same 

country ”—what country? (Luke 2:4.) Why isnot this 

that is told of the shepherds inconsistent with the traditional 

date of Christ’s birth? How was it fitting that shepherds 

should be so honored? (John 5:17.) And honored while 

at work? (Luke 12: 37.) How do you picture to yourself 
the angel and the glory? Why were they “sore afraid” ? 

2. Toe Curistmas Messace (vs. 10-12).—What is “the 
city of David” ? (1 Sam. 16:1.) What do the three titles 
of Jesus given in verse 11 signify? How were these “ good 
tidings of great joy”? In what sense was the joy “to all 
people”? (Phil. 2: 9-11.) How did Christ come to be lying 
in a manger? (Luke 2:7.) How was this significant of his 
life that was to come? (Matt. 8 : 20.) 

8. Tae Curistmas AnTHem (vs. 13, 14).—What are we 
to believe about the presence of “the heavenly host”’ on this 
earth? (Psa 91:11.) Why should thev also rejoice over 
Christ’s birth? What is glory to God “in the highest”? 
How did Christ's life show forth this giory? (John 17: 4, 5.) 





What kinds of peace did Christ inaugurate? (John 14 : 27; 
Matt. 10:84.) Explain this verse in the Revised Version. 

4. Tue Curistmas Base (vs. 15-20).—What good quali- 
ties in the shepherds were proved by their visit to the inn? 
by their publishing the story? by their rejoicing over it? 
How is Mary’s “ pondering” an example for us this Christ- 
mas time? Why did Christ come to this world? Why did 
he come in human form? Why did he come as a babe? 


For the Superintendent 

1, Where was Christ born? 2. Who first learned of it? 
3. Who told the shepherds? 4. What sign came that the 
heavens rejoiced? 5. What was the angels’ song? 6. How 
did the shepherds test the matter? 7. What are some of the 
blessings that came to the world from this wonderful event? 

Boston, Mass. 

a 
Questions to be Anewered in Writing 

1. To whom did the angel of the Lord say good tidings 
should be brought? 2. In what town was Christ born? 8, 
How were the shepherds to recognize Christ? 4. What did 
the shepherds do after hearing the angel’s message? 6, 
What did they do after finding Jesus ? 

*@ These questions are given also in The Scholar's Magazine, 
They occupy @ full page opposite the lesson, and blank space is 


allowed on that page for the written answers. Send for free specimen 
copy to John D. Wattles & Co., 1081 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Hints for Lesson-Hymns 


“‘ Hark, what mean those holy voices.” 

“ Hark, hark, my soul,” 

** Joy to the world, the Lord is come.” 

“ While shepherds watched their focks by night.” 
“Calm on the listening ear of night.” 

“ It came upon the midnight clear.” 

“ Brightest and best of the sons of the morning.” 
“ We have heard the joyful sound,” 


OYE 


Lesson Summary 


UST when, and where, and how, the Messiah would 
appear, was the problem that had puzzled the ages, 
But it was fully solved when the events of this lesson oo 
curred. The place accorded with explicit prophecy, and, as 
the source of David’s royal line, with evident fitness. The 
precise time and the detailed circumstances God selected for 
himself. But his decision is broadly significant. Lowlinéss 
is marvelously blended with loftiness. The babe, the swad- 
dling,-clothes, the manger, the sheep, the shepherds, all are 
in amazing contrast with the angel, the glory of the Lord, 
the multitude of ths heavenly host, and the angels’ anthem, 
Yet to these lowly ones these lofty ones tell the wonderful 
story of the Saviour born for all the nations; and they who 
dwelt in the unspeakable glory lingered amid earth’s lowly 
surroundings, into which the Lord of glory had so humbly 
come. Heaven’s wonderful condescension and humanity's 
worth are displayed in these events. 
Oo. 
Added Points 
Our best blessings meet us atthe post of duty. In the 
fields and with the flocks the shepherds received heaven’s 
matchless disclosure. 
Fear is the fruit of ignorance, in many cases. Koowledge 
of God’s ways and works is a splendid panacea. 
Revelation will bear testing. They who go and see the 
things that are disclosed come back rejoicing. 
Tell what you know about Jesus, and ponder it in your 
heart, so wiil you bless uthers and receive blessing for yourself, 





















































































Holiday Books for Children.* 


O STRONG is the temptation to consider an author’s 
second book, in any given line, inferior to the first, 

that we are sometimes unjust to literary continuations. 
The Second Jungle Book, by Rudyard Kipling, is so 
fresh, wholesome, readable, and original, that it surely 
would have been praised had it been the first instead of 


the final one. It is, in its jungle tales, a book of end- 
ings rather than of beginnings. It takes Mowgli 
through various experiences until he is obliged to leave 
his life with animals and turn to men, The illustra- 
tions, by the author’s father, have more than amateur 
merit. 

It is no disrespect to the entertainingness of Mr. Joel 
Chandler Harris to say that his books leave a general 
rather than an individual impression, and that any par- 
ticular one of them may be left unread without great 
loss. But his new juvenile, Mr. Rabbit at Home, is an 
original and pleasing collection of tales, apparently 
somewhat influenced by Rudyard Kipling. Oliver Her- 
ford’s accompanying pictures are excellent, and so are 
the type and binding of the book. 

More thar once, in these columna, has commendation 
been given to the products of the boys’-book-manufac~” 
tory of Thomas W. Knox, whose Boy Travelers series is 
so widely known. But parents will hardly put his 
newest volume—Hunters Three: Sport and Adventure 
in South A frica—into the hands of children, unless they 
are willing to run the risk of the impression that killing 
animals, even harmless ones, is glorious fun, and that 
drinking champagne is one of the episodes of a happy life. 

The numerous and vigorous pictures are somewhat 
better than the text in The Land of Tawny Beasts, by 
Pierre Maél, translated by Elizabeth Luther Cary. 
The English of the translation from the French is faulty. 
As regards the subject-matter, there is in the book quite 
as much killing as adventure. 

A new edition of Robinson Crusoe is well illustrated 
by plain and colored pictures, and bound in a way to 


Whe Second Jungle Book. By Rudyard Kipling 


Pt fn : ie Tllustrated by 
n er iP ing, C 12mo, pp. x, 824. 
Century Co. $1. 


New York: The 


‘Mr. Rabbit at Senne A Sequel to Little Mr. Thimblefinger and 
his Queer Country. By Joel Chandler Harris. Illustrated by Oliver 
Heriord. 4to, pp. 304. Boston : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. - $2. 

Hunters Three: Sport and Adventure in South Africa. 

as W. Knox. 4to, illustrated, pp. xi, 248. 

Dutton & Co. $2.50. 

The Land of Tawny Beasts. By Pierre Maé). 
Blizabeth Luther Cary. Illustrated by A. Paris. 
New York: Frederick A. Stokes Co. $2.50. 


The Life and ee Surprising Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, 
of York, Mariner. By Daniel De Foe. 4to, illustrated, pp. 328 New 
York ; E. P. Delia ECo. $2.50. 

The Knight of Liberty : A Tale of the Fortunes of La Fayette. 
Hezekiah Butterworth. Illustrated by H. Winthrop Pierce. 
12mo, pp. vii, 225. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 50. 

Child Sketches from George Eliot. By Julia Magruder. 
trated by R. B. Bircti and Amy Brooks. 4:0, pp. 214. 


D. Lothrop Co. $1.25. 

Cap'n Thistletop: A Story for Girls and Boys. By Sophie Swett. 
12mo, illusraied, pp. 266. ston; W. A. Wilde & Co. $1.25: 

Dear Little Marchioness : The Story of a Child’s Faith and Love. 
Tilustrated by W. Z. Taylor. 4to, pp. xi, 60. New York: Thomas Y. 
Crowell & Co. $1. 


By 
New York: E. P, 


Translated by 
4to, pp. vili, 290. 


By 
Large 


Tllus- 
Boston : 


A Last Century Maid, and Other Stories for Children. By Anne 
Hollingsworth Wharton. Small 4to, illustrated, pp. 203. Philadel- 
phia: J. B. Lippincoit Co. $1.50. 


The Renaissance Booklets : My Little Boy Blue. By Rosa Nouchette 
Carey. . 41.——-A Day’s Time-Table. By E. = Elliott. Pp. 66.—— 
A Wastre Redeemed. By David Lyall. 36.——Comfort Pease. 

5 At E, Wilkins. Pp. 45. Each 16mo, leatherette. New York : 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 30 cents each. 

A New Alice in the Old Wonderland. By A. M. R., Sr 


. Tilustrated 
by Anna M. Richards, Jr. 


12mo, pp. 309. Philadelphia: J. B. Lip- 


pincott Co. $1.50. 
The Enchanted Butterflies. By Adelaide Upton Crosby, Illus- 
trated by Mrs. 8S. H. Clark and the Asthen. 4to, boards, pp. 57. New 


York: derick A. Stokes Co. $1.25 


Niram: A Dusky Idyl. By Laisdell Mitchell. 12mo, illustrated, 
peed _ Philadelphia : American Baptist Publication Society. 75 


, ae s Shakespeare. => Nesbit. 3’> illustrated, boards, 
pp. 9%. New York: Raphael Tuck & Sons. $2. 
a of the Bible. By Lady Magnus. 
ew York : Raphael Tuck & Sons. 
The euaivesy, Cross Series [of Nursery Tales]. 12 vols. in a box. 
London : J. M. Dent & Co. ; New York: Macmillan & Co. $6.50. 


Jacob pot the Raven, with Other Stories for Children. By 
Frances M. Peard. Illustrated by Heywood Sumner. Small 4to, pp. 
183. London: Geurge Allen ; New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. $1.50, 

StoriesinaShell. Pp. 63. $1.——Playtime Pictures. Pp. 28. $1.—— 
Friends in Fable: A Book of Animal Stories. Pp. 79. $1.50—. 
Treasures from Story-Land. Pp. 79. $1.50. Each 4to, boards. New 
York : Raphael Tuck & Sons. 

From A to Z.——My Lady’s Carri 
pp. 14. New York: Raphael Tuck & Sons. 50 cents each. 

Father Tuck’s Lesson Book. 4to, boards, pp. 48 New York > 
Raphael Tuck & Sons. 40 cents. 

Father Tuck's Nursery Series: Little Red Riding Hood ; Jack and 
the Beanstalk ; The Sleeping Beauty; Beauty and the Beast ; Three 
Little Kittens; The Three Bears; Twice One are Two; Animal 
ABC: Bird ABC. Each 4to, peper, illustrated. New York: 
Raphael Tuck & Sons. 25 cents each. 

Royal Little People : With New Pictures, Stories, and Verses. By 
Elizabeth &. Tucker 4to, boards, pp. 12. New York: Frederick A. 
StokesCo. $1.25 

The Adventures of Two Dutch Dolls and a ‘*Golliwogg."* Words 
by Bertha Uptom Ticiure. by Florence K. Upton. Oblong 4to, 
boards. pp.6’. New York : Lougmans, Gréen, & Co. $2. 


i> illustrated, boards, pp. 
1. 


. Each oblong 4to, illustrated, 





attract boys’ eyes. The lines of the printed page are too 
long for entirely convenient reading. 

To his patriotic biographies of Adams, Washington, 
Lincoln, and Marcus Whitman, Hezekiah Butterworth 
now adds The Knight of Liberty; namely, La Fayette. 
The story is eulogistic throughout, but, as before, the 
author hassought to adhere to the facts of history. Mr. 
H. Winthrop Pierce’s accompanying pictures are better 
than are usually found in books of this sort. 

Miss Julia Magruder’s experiment of selecting Child 
Sketches from George Eliot is unexpectedly successful, 
and the book may be given to children by those desirous 
of introducing to young readers one of the great novelists 
of her time. The selections are long enough to escape 
scrappiness, and they naturally avoid the gray melan- 
choly prevalent in George Dliot’s works. 

Cap’n Thistletop: A Story for Girls and Boys, by 

Sophie Swett, is one of the better stories of the season, 
unstrained in method, and moral in teaching. 
* Dear Little Marchioness, by an anonymous writer, is 
introduced by Bishop Gailor of Tennessee, and deals 
with an episode in the yellow-fever plague of 1878 in his 
diocese. The plot is very slight, but the execution is 
smooth. 

Praiseworthy in style, archaic flavor, interestingness, 
type, pictures, and binding, is Anne Hollingsworth Whar- 
ton’s A Last Century Maid, and Other Stories for Chil- 
dren; praiseworthy, too, in the quiet inculcation of 
lessons of kindness to animals. Altogether, it is one of 
the most pleasing books in thelist here described. 

In an inexpensive series entitled The Renaissance 
Booklets, the Revell Company reissues one or two of its 
earlier publications, and adds four newer ones for girls or 
boys. My Little Boy Blue, by Rosa Nouchette Carey, 
does not represent that industrious author at her best. 
In A Day’s Time-Table, by E. 8. Elliott, the author’s 
earnest desire to be helpful is more clearly apparent 
than her familiarity with some of the laws of rhetoric. 
A Wastrel Redeemed, by David Lyall, is a Scotch 
story; but, though it is wholesome, and not devoid 
of merit, the publishers are over-enthusiastic in ranking 
it with the books of Maclaren and Cseckett. Avoiding 
flatness, it fails to show high excellence. In Comfort 
Pease and Her Gold Ring, the accomplished New- 
Englandist, Mary E. Wilkins, tells a pleasing story of 
child life, with strictest attention to local character, 
dialect, and environment. 

“ Most can raise the flowers now, for all have got the 
seed.” Here is A New Alice in the Old Wonderland, 
written not by Lewis Carroll, but by “A. M. R, Sr.,” 
and illustrated, not by Tenniel, but by “Anna M. 
Richards, Jr.” The proprietyfof the performance is 
questionable; but it must be said that in type, pictures, 
binding, literary style, and amusingness, the imitation is 
cleverly like the original. 

The idea once prevailed that legibility was the aim 
of typography } and that clear type, well inked and im- 
pressed on honest paper, was commendable from the 
oculist’s point of view. Queerness, however, seems to be 
changing all that. In Adelaide Upton Crosby’s The 
Enchanted Butterflies,a rather pretty story is told through- 
out in capital letters, composed of a thin and unpleasant 
double line. 

Niram : A Dusky Idyl, by Laisdell Mitchell, embodies 
some well-chosen dialect hymns and songs of the South- 
ern blacks, though the tale is written in a style of seeming 
significance which its inherent merit does not warrant. 

The Children’s Shakespeare, by E. Nesbit, is a super- 
fluity or a danger, according as one looks at it. The 
retellings of the stories of the chief plays are about as 
good as those the average parent would extemporize ; 
but the illustrations, which represent children taking the 
leading parts in the plays, are questionable. To boys 
and girls who know anything about Shakespeare, these 
baby Romeos and toddling Hamlets are intrusive; to 
those who as yet know him not, they are likely to be 
misleading. 

The perennial endeavor to retell biblical stories reap- 
pears in Lady Magnus’s Boys of the Bible,—the author 
avoiding the too common error of “writing down” to 
the supposed level of her juvenile readers. Of the 
accompanying pictures, the plain ones in the text are 
sometimes strong, and certainly harmless; the full-page 
colored lithographs are not so good. 

The pearls in the present holiday display may be found 
in the dainty box-full of twelve booklets for youngest 
children, constituting the Banbury Cross series, of which 
the initial issues were here praised a year ago. In size, 
shape, ribbon-ties, binding, paper, type, carefully drawn 
black-and-white cuts, and box, they are well calculated 
to develop an esthetic taste in children, who are by no 
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means invariably pleased by themerely gaudy. As regards 
subject-matter, the old nursery tales, in prose and verse, 
are delightfully retold. 

The presumption of taste, in donors and recipients, 
also marks every mechanical and pictorial detail of the 
pretty stories by Frances M. Peard, of which the first, 
Jacob and the Raven, gives its title to the book. This 
volume is issued by George Allen, Mr. Ruskin’s pub- 
lisher; and, like the Banbury Cross series, reminds us 
that much of the best printing of to-day—save that of the 
Kelmscott Press—comes from Edinburgh. < 

The well-known London lithographic publishing house 
of Raphael Tuck & Sons sends out its pleasant holiday 
batch of cheap but pretty books for youngsters from three 
to eight or ten yearsof age. Storiesin a Shell, Playtime 
Pictures (which open out in perspective), Friends in 
Fable (animal stories), Treasures from Story-Land, and 
My Lady’s Carriage, may be read aloud, or read by little 
children themselves. From A to Z, Father Tuck’s First 
Lesson-Book, the Animal A BC, and the Bird A BC, 
are brightly illustrated reading-primers ; Twice One are 
Two is a similar first“book in arithmetic. In Father 
Tuck’s Nursery Series are retellings of Little Red Riding 
Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk, The Sleeping Beauty, 
Beauty and the Beast, Three Little Kittens, and The 
Three Bears. Buyers at the holiday counters may safely 
ask to see the Tuck publications, which are really better 
written, printed, and illustrated than some of higher cost 
or greater ambitiousness., 

Elizabeth 8. Tucker’s contribution for the year is 
Royal Little People: fluent jingles on divers princes and 
princesses,—including an “‘ American princess,”—who 
are duly set forth in florid lithographs of the doll-book 
order, 

The funniest and most original of new books for very 
little people is The Adventures of Two Dutch Dolls and 
a “ Golliwogg,” which is lithographed and published in 
London, but Americanized as to the national flag, which 
appears now and then in its New York edition, Instead 
of describing its clever plot and pictures, one may sug- 
gest to the intending purchaser to look at the book for 
himself, and laugh over it before hanging it on the Christ- 
mas tree. 


He? 


From Jerusalem to Nicaea: The Chureh in the First Three 
Centuries. By Philip Stafford Moxom. [Lowell Lectures.] 
(12mo, pp. xii, 457. Boston: Roberts Brothers. $1.50.) 


The Lowell Lectures for 1895 have been issued by 
their author, now pastor of the South Congregational 
Church in Springfield, Massachusetts. They are an 
admirable résumé, in popular form, of the history of the 
Christian Church from its beginning until the Council of 
Nicwa, A.D. 325., The topics treated are, ‘The Rise 
and Spread of Christianity,” “‘ The Organization of the 
Early Church,” “ The Apostolic Fathers,” “The Struggle 
with Heathenism” (two lectures: ‘‘The Persecutions” and 
“The Apologists”’), “The Struggle within the Church ” 
(heresies), ‘The Christian School of Alexandria,” and 
“The First Ecumenical Council.” This arrangement 
of itself indicates the author’s historical insight. The 
treatment more than justifies the language of the Pref- 
ace: “ The general reader will find here, in intelligible 
form, much which he shall look for elsewhere in vain, 
save in more or less voluminous, and sometimes not 
easily obtainable, church histories.” The literature of 
the successive periods is sufficiently cited to give a fair 
idea of its character. The many recent “finds” are 
noticed, and used with good judgment. The lecture on 
“The Organization of the Early Church ” agrees ih the 
main with the views of Bishop Lightfoot, and perhaps 
even more closely with those of Dr. Hatch. All those 
who believe in a jure divino church polity will take excep- 
tion to many of the statements in this lecture, yet there 
is a growing tendency to accept similar conclusions as 
historically correct. The review of the Gnostic heresies 
is intelligible, the author doing justice to these crude 
attempts at philosophical theology. The sketches of 
Clement of Alexandria and of Origen are quite extended, 
and the estimate of them is given without prejudice. 
The events and discussions which led to the council at 
Nicwa are suceinctly narrated, followed by a vivid por- 
traiture of Athanasius and other prominent members of 
the council. In a brief Appendix the recently recovered 
Apology of Aristides is described. Dr. Moxom has 
wisely confined himself to historica®facts and documents. 
His own judgments as to the significance of the various 
movements are very briefly expressed, and never obtru- 
sively inserted. The style is usually clear, and the vol- 
ume is not only readable, but enughgto be read by those 
who would inform themselves regarding this interesting 
formative period of the Christian Church. 
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' A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is more 


than 154,000 copies. Advertisers are free to 
examine the subscription list at any time. The 








advertising rate is 80 cents per line for one or | *: 


more thsertions, with discownt of 10 per cent on 
an advance order of 1000 or more lines, or for a 
space of not less than one inch each issue for a 
year. An advertiser agreeing to take a certain 
uniform amount of space (not less than three 
inches) in each issue for a year, may have such a 
position in the paper, regularly, as he may choose, 
80 far as it will not conflict with earlier contracts 
with other advertisers, nor with the Publishers’ 
idea of the generai make-up of the advertising 
pages. All advertising, however, conditioned on 
an appearance upon the last page, will be charged 
an advance of 20 per cent wpon the regular rates, 
For Terms of Subscription, see fourteenth page. 


For irritation of the throat caused by cold 
or use of the voice “‘ Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches” are exceedingly beneficial. 





Stimulates digestion. Horsford’s Acid 
Phosphate. It acts directly on the food, thus 
assisting the stomach, and also stimulates the 
secretion of the digestive fluids, putting the 
stomach in an active, healthy condition. 








Special Notices 


Recalled stormy times. ‘ Well, that looks 
natural,” said the old soldier, jooking at a can of con- 
densed milk on the breakfast table in place of ordi- 

milk that failed on account of the storm. “ It’s 











‘HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO.’S 


Holiday Books 


A Victorian Anthology 


Selected and edited by Epmunp CLarence STED- 
MAN, With brief biographies of the authors 
quoted, a fine frontispice portrait of Queen Vic- 
toria, and a vignette of the Poets’*Corner in West- 
minster Abbey. Large crown 8vo, bound in 


attractive library style, $2.50; full gilt, g3; half 


calf, $4.50; full levant, $6. 


Mrs. Jameson’s Works on Art 
Sacred and Legendary Art, 2 vols. 
Legends of the Monastic Orders. 
Legends of the Madonna. 

Memoirs of the Early Italian Painters. 
In five volumes, each containing nearly 100 illus- 


trations from the works of great masters. $3 a 
volume ; $15 the set. 


Standish of Standish 
A beautiful Holiday Edition of this popular his- 
torical novel by Mrs Jane G. Austin. With 20 
exquisite full-page photogravure illustrations by 


Frank T. Merritt. 2 vols.,12mo, §5. 
Robert Browning 
Complete poetic and dramatic works. Cambridge 


Edition. From clear type, opaque paper, and at- 
tractively bound. With a biographical sketch, 
notes, a fine new portrait and engraved title, and a 
vignette of Asolo. Crown 8vo, gilt top, $3; half 
calf, gilt top, $5; tree calf, or full levant, $7. 


Later Lyrics 


Selected from his four latest volumes of poetry by 
Tuomas Bairrey Atpricw. r8mo, vellum or 
cloth, §r. 


The Whittier Year-Book 


Passages for*each day from the verse and prose of 
Joun Grkencear Wuirtier. A beautiful book, 
with a fine portrait. $1. 


Cambridge Holmes 
Cambridge Longfellow 


Cambridge Whittier 


Complete poetical works of these poets. Each 
with biographical sketch, portrait, view of home, 
indexes, notes, etc. Crown 8vo, gilt top, g2; half 
calf, gilt top, $3.50; tree calf or fuii levant, $5.50 


Sold by booksellers, Sent, postpaid, by 
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO. 


FRE 





E The Modern Priscilla 


Al e illustrated monthly, de- 
voted exclusively toall kinds of 
practical home fancy-work. A 
sample copy free. ewill also 
send ‘liustrated instructions 
for Ideal Honiton, Cut-Work, 
Point Lace, and Battenburg 
Lace, together with a list of 
the latest patterns for making 
beautiful Christmas presents, 
on receiptofthree2Z centstamps 
and five names and addresses 
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General Harrison’s First Article 


IN HIS SERIES 


“THIS COUNTRY OF OURS” 


appears in the current (Christmas) issue of 


The Ladies’ Home Journal 


This. notable series, in which there will be from eight to twelve articles, will explain in the 

and concise style for which ex-President acd is famous, just what the United 
States Government means; the origin and meaning of the Constitution; how laws are 
enacted and enforced; what the powers of the President and other officials are; what the 
judiciary som means; how our foreign relations are brought about and their meaning ; 
how the of Representatives and the Senate legislate,—in fact, a complete explana- 
tion of the Goyernment told in a popular way. 


For Sale on Every News-stand: Ten Cents 
¥ 


For One Dollar the Journal will be sent for a whole year by 


THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA 
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To every one who applies 
during December, a sam- 
ple copy of “ The Super- 
intendent and Teacher,’ 
amonthly journal of meth- 
ods of work in every de- 
partment of the school. 
W. A. Wilde & Co., Boston 


Mrs. Sarah K. Bolton's New Book 


‘‘Famous Leaders 
Among Women.’’ 


Just published. Makes Biograph 
as fiction. Mrs. Bolton writes with a high mora 
urpose, and her books are uniformly successful. 
hey are being adopted in many schools for suppie- 
mentary readers 


YOU SEEN THE 


CHRISTMAS NUMBER 
OF “THE CENTURY”? 


The most beautiful issue of a magazine that one can im- 
agine. It contains the famous pictures by the great French 


artist, Tissot, illustrating THE | JFE OF CHRIST, 


pictures which when they were exhibited in Paris many 
people wept over, some making the rounds of the rooms 
containing them on their knees. Read the article that ac- 
companies the pictures. On every news-stand, 35 cents. 
You can stibscribe for a year beginning with November (first 
number of the volume) for $4.00, and for $1.00 more you can have 
all the numbers of the twelve months containing the first part 


as interestin, 





of your friends who are inter- 
ested in fancy-work. Address 


The Priscilia Fub, Co,, 108 Boylston St,, Boston. 


Century Co., Union Square, New York. 


Fully illustrated with portraits, $1.50. 
For sale by all booksel/ers 
_T. Y. CROWELL & CO., New York and Boston. 


of the Napoleon Life. Fre 



















































































































Nine Books 


Joel: A Boy of Galilee 


By ANNIE FeLtows JouNstTon. With ten 
illustrations by Searles. Square 12mo. Cloth, 
$1.50, 


Another Girl’s Experience 
Leigh Webster 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


THE BIBLE STUDY UNION (or BLAKESLEE) LESSONS 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND BIBLE CLASSES. 
THE NEW COURSE FOR 1896 IS ON THE 








A story for girls, illustrated by Jessiz McDER- 

MOTT. l6mo. Cloth. 

“ Not since the days of ‘Old-Fashioned Girl’ 

we read such a fresh, wholesome, and yet lively and 
interesting story.” — Transcript. 


A Jolly Good Summer lf 


By Mary P. WELLS SMITH, author of 
Good Times,” etc. 
mott, 


* Jolly 
Illustrated by Jessie McDer- 
Square l6émo, Cloth. $1.25. 


Frowzle, the Runaway 


A Fable for Children. By Lity F. Wrsset- 
HOEFT, author of “ Sparrow, the Tramp,” “ Flip- 
wing, the Spy,’ etc. Illustrated by Jessie Mc- 
Dermott. Square I2mo. Cloth. §1.265. 


-Goostie 
Yan and Nochie 

of Tappan Sea 
Under the Stable Floor 


Three volumes. Illustrated. 
Cloth back, paper sides. 


Don 
My Honey 


A Story. By the author of “ Miss Toosey's 
Mission.”” 2 volumes, each l6mo. Cloth, §1. 


Square ié6mo. 
50 cents each. 


At all bookstores, or postpaid on receipt of priee, 


ROBERTS BROTHERS, Publishers 


Boston, Mass. 





Inspiring 
Books 


For the Home. 
For the Sunday School. 


We will be glad to mail to any 
one our new and beautifully illus. 


trated Catalogue of New Books for 
Young People. These books tell 
a story for a purpose, and, while 
very interesting, will energize their 
readers to live useful and noble 
lives. 

Send postal card for free copy 
of this catalogue to-day to 


W.A. WILDE & CO., Boston. 


CHATTERBOX 


THE KING OF JUVENILES 


No book has ever been made for young people which 
compares in value, or has had one-tenth the sale, of this 

tannual. Millions of copies have been sold. 
The new volume for 1895-96 is just ready, and has over 
200 large and agg oe new pictures, several new stories 
(each a book in itself), and hundreds of short stories, 
anecdotes, etc, The best Xmas present possible for boys 
and girls of allages. Order from your bookseller or of us. 


ESTES & LAURIAT, Publishers, Boston 


Durston’s 
Sunday-School Record 


- ««»-Good for two years 








It is simple. It is complete, 
oem for « paoeeney —- 
oes not t 


e a book keeper to use it. 
t is one reason it se!ls, 


Price, $1, mail paid. Address all orders 
Thos. W. Du W. Durston | & Son, Syracuse, | N. Y. 


“GENUINE | OXFORD " TEACHERS’ BIBLES 
With New Helps, Maps, 
and Tllustrations. 


The Most Complete Biblical 
Compilation of the Nine- 
teenth Century. 
Containing many new features 
not founf in other Teachers’ 
Bibles.. At prices from $1.50 to 

$20.00. Send for Cutalog. 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, 33 East a7th st..N.¥ 


Ward & Drummond 


Sunday-sct.ool books and 
supplies a specialty. 
164 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. City 


HOW TO MAKE A DYNAMO 2 Books 


with working drawings, horse-power size. Price,lc. 
. horse-power, 25c.; BuBiER PUR. Co., Lynn, Mass. 


Money Sayer 


2 eB your own Fords ho 
for circularsor 
ena he spwrrenee. Cata- 


at - =4 a) Ss, “from 





Young or old 
have fun and 

make money 
printing for 
others. Type- 
setting easy by 
full printed 


$1.25. . 
have | 4 


TEACHINGS °* CHRIST 


Studied in their Chronological Order and Historical Connections, 
Prest. ALVAH HOVEY, D.D., Newton Theological Institution, 


Consulting Editor. 
~ will find this new Course, in the Senior Grade, 
BIBL E CL A SSE Ss jially adapted to their needs. It presents 
the teachings of Our Lord in a most attractive and suggestive manner, and affords 
, 4 large number of GREAT TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. 








THE EVANGELIST and CHRISTIAN WORK of New York, and THE WATCHMAN of Boston, 
will publish weekly Editorial Notes on these Lessons, beginning Jan, 1, 1896. 


In January, 1896, The International Lessons begin a six morths’ 
study of the Gospel of Luke. During that time the older classes in schools using 
\ that system will find it greatly to their advantage to take this new Course on The 
Teachings of Christ, instead of going through the usual routine of miscellaneous 
° topics from a single Gospel. THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY NEVER BEFORE 
OFFERED. For FREE specimen copies, etc., address 


‘ THE BIBLE STUDY PUBLISHING CO., 21 Bromfield St., BOSTON, MASS. 
(Mention this advertisement.) 
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Che Scholar’s Magazine 


At an expense,of one cent a month for each scholar, any Sunday-school! 
can be supplied with the International lessons, lesson helps, and stories and 
THE SCHOLAR’S MAGAZINE makes this 


It stands alone in the field of Sunday-school journals. 
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‘poems attractively illustrated. 
possible. It is a 
32 page monthly, costing, for a club of five or more copies, in a package to one 
address, twelve cents each per year; single copies, or club copies sent to 


separate addresses, twenty-five cents a year. 


An Offer 


If any Sunday-school superintendent desires to test THE SCHOLAR’S 
MAGAZINE in his school, and will let the Publishers know how many copies 
are needed to supply one to each scholar, they will be glad to furnish the 


required number for any one month, free of charge. 


rr rTTTTTrrerrrfetet''''**''TTT"T. 


John D. Wattles & Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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OO IN You will Choose 

S Your S. S. Helps for Il 9) 6 
. Incase your teachers and scholars are not among the million 

and over that are now using the WESTMINSTER 7eacher, Quarteriies, 

Lesson Leaves, Question Leaf, Cards,and Illustrated Papers, you will 

find it to your best interest to examine these Sunday-school helps. 

Sample copies will be cheerfully sent to any one asking for 
Please address 


JOHN H. SCRIBNER, Business Superintendent 
Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath-School Work 


1334 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
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DOUBLED IN SIZE 


The very many Sunday-schools all over this land who are now receiving with delight each week 


Our Sunday Afternoon 


will, be delighted to know that, commencing Jan. 1, 1896, this paper will be increased to eight 
pages in size each week, all closely filled with better matter than we have ever before printed. 

To those who may be unacquainted with the merits of Our Sunpay AFTERNOON, we 
desire to say that it is the brightest, cleanest, best illustrated paper for young people issued, 
and so confident are we of its merits that we offer to send 


+ SAME 
FREE OF CHARGE! 
to any superintendent as many sample copies of it as he needs for one Sunday’s distribution 


b PRICE to his school. You can thus judge for yourself how it will please your scholars. 


W. A. WILDE & CO., 25 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass. 


ame as a Pi ~ WALL PAPER 


Samp'es free from largest wal!--aper concern ats 


AT 
THE 


Same as a Press. ess. NoP Press Required.| 


Bushbnell’s Perfect Letter-Copying Books win golden 
opinions. They also make perfect copies. as very 








maker K ELS. 


¥ &Co, Meriden. Coma instructions. 


aLVAE era Feri wir. loc 5S. 4th St., Phila, | Kayser & Aliman 03. -°4 Market St Phila, 


418 Arch St. 





CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS fo 288 Caviar: 
GURISTMAS-TIDE. Risser cas 


THE PALAGE OF SANTA AOLAUS. yams 
ng the Zhilden. 


Scoching oral while pleasing the 


P ig yrotices 

OTHER X-MAS CANTATAS. 
Dew: eye, ari, haw Mites, Ora rh 
Cre FES walk? Obristman, te.” These have all won 
great favor in Priee of each 
cents per 


EXAMINE THESE ALSO. 
A CHRISTMAS REVERIE. Ray", Estraier of 


i CHRISTMAS $ BAZAAR, wR, sous, An- 
BETHLENEM. *s: a ti 


its only, Ithas Fri £3 pen “=, of a standard 
ag. R has no superior in its own 50 ects. a copy. 


ill be 
ANTHEMS 5 chs Sea 

r 
GASH or or | HEFERENGES those who have hor had credit 
ete enter wea ie being pruned ts 
each issue, 


THE JOHN CHURCH CO., 
CINCINNATI, NEW YORK, CHICAGO 


NEW XMAS. SERVICES 


TRY THEM! TRY THEM! 


The Call of Ghristmes; a Trumpet Call to Christ- 
mas Duties. By E.8 Lorenz. htful and capti- 
vating. Calls to Worship; to theSavior; to Consecra- 
tion; to Missions; to arity; and to Good Cheer, 
Music brilliant, pleasing, and easy 
Christmas Crowns; a Service of Christmas adora- 
tion. By Mrs. M. N. Ouiter. Novel and impressive. 
Has great RAFF force and spiritual beauty. 
Splendid music b ie x aa composers—Gabriel, 
Ogden, Tenney, Parks son, and Lorenz. 

Prices, 5c each, 0c per doz., $4.00 per 100, postpaid. 
Orchestra Score for above, 9 pieces complete, $1.00. 


New Xmas Treasury (No. 6). 

A brilliant collection of recitations, dialogues, ex- 
ercises, and music. Nothing.equal to it fora miscel- 
laneous program. om each, $1.00 per doz., postpaid. 
Special Offer. mple copy of cock of the above 
services and they or 15c, postpaid 


New Xmas Cantatas. 

Santa Claus and Uncle Sam. _ By Harriet D. 
Castle. A Merry Christmas Centate. Bubbling over 
with wit and humor. Music. A. Parks, brigh t, 
f pean 4 Bare to please. —* migs 
Trice, 300-each; $3.00 per doz., postpai 
Orchestre Score for above, 9 pieces complete, $2. 5. 
The Prince of Peace. (Sacred Cantata for Chor- 
us Choirs.) y 





by Pretene ere Weatherly and Geo. F. Root. 
b Christmas 


of Christmas Music ot rary 





B =. L. Rottors, Music of high Char- 


acter. Stro ion and beautiful, but not too 
difficult, P: ayy each; $3.50 per doz., postan ia. 
(Has Caro is for 8.8., bo each, 30c per doz, postpaid. 


Splendid Anthems in Christmas Choir Leader 
(0c each. Send for complete Xmas catalogue. 

Lonanz & CO., WARD & DRUMMOND 

Dayton, Ohio. 164 Sth Ave., N. Y. Gl ity. 


500 Given Away 


To introduce quickly our new Gospel Song Book 


“Gospel Voices’’ 
We will GIVE away FIVE HUNDRED COPIES 


To any Sunday-school superintendent, Christian 
worker, or singer, who will send us eight two-cent 
stamps to pay ostage and eae gah Wwe yg senda 
sample copy 0 a Voices,” bound in boards, 
shape or round notes, lithograph cover. It is full of 
rich, soul-stirring, and heart-melting gospel melody. 

er at cnce. ‘ot more than two will be sent any 
one. Address, 


Southwestern Publishing House 
208 N. College St., Nashville, Tenn. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


The Holy Child. Service by Lowry. 16 pages. 
$4 per 100; 5 cents each, if by mail. 


| The Feast of Lights. For primary classes. 








Printed in colors. 6 cents. 
Annual, No. 26.. Seven new carols. 4 cents. 
| Selected Carols from previous issues. 
No. |, 5cts.; No. 2,5 cts.; No. 3, 5 ets.; No. 4, 5 cts. 


Recitations for Christmas Time, No. 6. 
Eight pages of appropriate poetry and prose@..4 cts. 


St. Nicholas’ Visit to the Sehool. Poplar 
cantata by DOANE. 30 cents, by mail. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO 
76 East 9th St., New York. 215 W. abash Ave. » Chicago. 





'| MAMMOTH XMAS CATALOG 
SENT FREE ON APPLICATION. 

XMAS TREE ORNA MENTS, GAMES, BOOKS, 

| BOOK LETS, CARDS, CANDY-BOXES, Erc 

| Leonard Publishing Co., Albany, N. Y. 





‘Any superintendent of Sunday-school : may 
have for ten cents one copy of our late-t 
hymn-book. 


Philadel phi 
1024 ‘Arch St. J. J. HOOD 940 a St. 


[xmas Peace 


as ne | 
SP owe ERS, 8 John 8t., N 
Letter ; Is delightful when you use the 


popular 
Writing BOSTON LINEN, > 
BOSTON BOND, and 
BUNKER HILL 


{ writing papers. Samples representing over 








25) varieties for 4 cents, if your stationer does 
not keep bier will not supply you. 


i 


muel Ward Co. 
49 Frackinn Street, Boston, Mass, 
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Schools, and other Ed- © 
ueators with- 
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THE BEST FOR EVERYBODY 
BECAUSE 


It is easy to find the word wanted. 

it is easy to ascertain the pronunciation 

It iseasy to trace the growth of a word. 

it is easy to learn what a word means. 

G. & C. MERRIAM CO., Publishers, 
Springfield, Mass., U. S. A. 
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unday-School 
Ways of Working 


Selections from the Ways of 
Working Department of The 
Sunday School Times 





4) 


These selections are rich in practical 
and workable hints for the superin- 
tendent and teacher. They set forth 
a great variety of tested methods 
classified for convenient reference, 
and cover the main phases of Sunday- 
school work. 


A pamphlet of 96 pages, 
size 74X10% inches. Price, 20 cents. 


John D. Wattles & Co. 
» 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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PELOUBET’S 


4 
4 
GRADED , 


QUARTERLIES: 


f will be better than ever before next J 
p year, but will be sold 
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- At Reduced Prices ; 
Fin order to still further increase their J 
p present enormous circulation. : 
P _ Superintendents and Teachers are 
invited to send for FREE Samples of j 
peither grade and circulars gi full ¢ 
r descriptions of these unequaled y 
, terlies, to , 
- 

y W. A. WILDE & CO., Boston. 
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of life have r 
tion, we bave 


Encyclopaedic 
Dictionary 


Court of 
Last Resort 


on all questions of 
dispute. 


or 
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The above is an exact reproductionof THE ENC 
massive volumes, 


tains but a little over 200,000 words and 2,318 
kinds sels for $50 to $200. This great ENCW 
volumes, has Over 


The Encyclopeedic Dictionaries ordered for use 
in the public schools are giving excellent satis- 
faction. After anexhaustive examination ofall 
the leading dictionaries, yours was selected in 
preference to any other. As an unabridged 
dictiongry, your work leaves nothing to be de- 
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sired; and the profusion of encvclupedic mat- 
ter, terse, yet comprehensive, covering thou- 
sands of important topics, saves many a long 


search through the more cumbersome encyclo- 

.—Elmer E. Lacey, Chatrman Course 

a Study Com., St. Louis Board of Educa- 
tion. 

I have Webster, Worcester, and the Century, 

and for encyclopedias I have the Britannica 


Books guaranteed as 


the first $2 is 


AGENTS Resse mus be paid we pe 
‘his allowance is practically 
WANTED | any bank in Philadelphia. 





CHRISTMAS BOXES 
The... 
Lighthouse 


A solid box, the 
exact imitation of 
a lighthouse, made 
in heavy card- 
board beautifully 
decorated, no 
trouble to fold. 
Sample mailed 
with price-list of 
other boxes for 6c. 
Price, % Ib. size, 
$2 per too; 1 lb. 
size, $2.25 per 100, 
by express, not 
prepaid, 


Goodenough & Woglom Co., 


122 Nassau Street, New York 


Solomon’s Temple 


Ti 

; sll . 

mM 
— he) | ey ,="= - 

SS a | 
Reproduced in miniature. BUILT QF BLOCKS. 

The Temple as rebuilt by Herod thé Great, in the 
time of Christ. Modeled after the best authorities. 
Showing its construction, with its triple courts, walls, 
steps, veways. Made in two Sizes, and 
ina substantial hox. Prices, $1.25 and 2.50, 
TEMPLE BLOCK CO., WILLIAMSPORT, PA. 





















| Evangelical Pub. Co., 51D Lakeside Blg., Chicago 
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Your Last hance ; 
Ou e @ 3 
& 

e,e e 
“— Positively Limited to December 24 3 
& 
™ Never sim will there be another Special Offer made on his great 
oo The... fully, iplended ce atvadce te Rarmdayy + x at but thousands of people in ale walks For a 


uested an extension of time until Christmas, After 
ecided to continue our s# 
done simply and only as a means of advertising this wonderful storehouse of in- 
formation. We do not expect to make money by this offer, as the very low price 
on extremely liberal terms little more than pays fi 
the tremendous amount of talk created will help to 
to-date home reference library. 
its own most elc 
and many other cities, in preference to all other dictionaries and encyclopedias. It is 
equal to a college education, 

Your pastor, teacher, friend, parents, or your children, will ap 
beyond expression. 
rofessional man, teacher, student, mechanic, housewife, or any other person who 
wishes to keep abreast of the times, or who is interested in the laudable en 
self-education, can affo: 
tigation. Understand, this great work embodies all the 
and athorough encyclopedia. 





Weight about 40 pounds. 
latest edition of Worcester contains but 116,000 Words and 2,126 pages; 


es 
ttoP EDIC DICTION 
,000 words, 50,000 encyclopedic subjects, and is the accepted authority of the English language. 


Nine Opinions—Thousands More Equally Good 








1 considera- 
fal offer until the above date. This is 


Christmas 
Gift_+ 


Nothing is more de- 
sirable. Your pastor, 
Sunday-school oun - 
intendent, teacher 
parent, or friend, will 
appreciate the work 
beyond expression. 


oe pewee printing, and binding ; but 
vertise this most modern an | 4 

No advertisement can do the work justice ; it is 
vent advocate. ently adopted by the schools of St. Louis, Mo., 


eciate this 
jon. 


reat work 
It will lasta lifetime, and always give sat o business 

rise of 
to pass without careful inves- 


rd to allow this rare oupervantty to pes a - Fa 





The new and entirely up-to-the-times 


Encyclopeedic Dictionary. 
marr 





is now offered all readers of this paper at the rate of 7 cents 
aed day, in monthly payments of $2 each, until the sum of $16 
8 paid. This is but little more than one-third the regular price. 
This greatest of ali dictionaries and encyclopedias was edited 
by such world-renowned scholaraas * 
Dr. Robt. Hunter, A.M., F.G.S., Professors Huxley, Mor- 
ris, Herrtage, Estoclet, Williams, etc., 


assisted by scores of other specialists in various branches of 
knowledge. 





Don’t forget this special offer holds good 
only until Christmas Eve, at which time the 
price will be advanced to $42 to $70 per set, 
and absolutely no deviation from these prices 
will be made. It is not for sale in bookstores, 
and can only be obtained from us or our 
authorized representatives. 








Over $750,000 Required to Produce this 
Magnificent Self-Educator 
Itisa © let ieti ary of the English language. 
Every word is exhaustively treated as to its origin, history, de- 
velggegent, etymology. pronunciation, and various meanings. 
t is a Thorough Encyclopedia of anatomy, botany, 
chemistry, zodlogy, goolog , art, music, agriculture, physics, 
philosophy, mechanics, b ry, mythology, biblical knowl- 


» ete, 

It is a Superb Library Book, substantially bound, 
printed from new plates, in large, clear type, on heavy white 
paper, and illustrated with thousands of new pictures made 
sapetelly Soe sale work. 

It is better than all other dictionaries, because the 
the latest Webster contains but 140,000 words and 2,011 es; the Standard con- 
; and even The Century contains but 225,000 words, and sells for $60 to $100. Encyclopedias of various 

RY, containing 5,357 pages, over 8,000 illustrations, bound in four handsome 





YCLOPADIC DICTIONARY. Four 
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and Appleton’s. The Encyclopedic Dictionary The Encyclopedic Dictionary opens the dic- 


is @ magnificent substitute for all of them.— 
J. Hi. Atwood, Esq., Attorney-at-Law, Leav- 
enworth, Kan. 

Serves the purpose of a complete reference 
library.—Christian Herald, New York. 

It is the greatest time-saver among all my 
books of reference. There is no other work of 
many times its size and cost that can for a mo- 
ment compare with it.—_Bev. 8S. W. Miller, 
D.D., Saltsburg, Pa. 

In all respects a work that every student and 
bee ston d possess.—-Gov. Geo. T. Werts 
oO J. 


tionary war which may involve the Century, 
the Standard, and the International.—New 
York World. 

It forms a perfect treasury of knowledge, and 
serves the pu ses of an encyclopedia as well 


as a dictionary. Send five more sets.—Bev. 
George Patterson, D.D., New Glasgow, 
Nova tia. 


A marvel of condensation—a boon to every 
nat Oliver Crane, D.D., LL.D., 
pston. 


Extensive in information, unimpeachable in 


HOowW TO GET THIS GREAT WORK.—Send £2 by post-office order. e 
forwarded. Every month thereafter serid $2,in the same manzrer, until the sumo 
f + d; thus you have the use of them while paying 


Pamphlet of 80 specimen pages free on 
receipt of 6 cents to pay postage 
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accuracy.—Publie Ledger, Philadelphia. 
represented, or money refunded if returned within ten days 
tis t order, or check, and the entire four handsome volumes will be 


pii hb hh, 4 bp bp bn he be bhp he he he he i ei 


1é6is paki. Understand, the whole set of 4 volumes is sent when 

the balance at the rate of 7 soe oe day. All freight or express 

ay cash for the complete set, may deduct 10 per cent, and send §14.40, 

purchased on easy terms. We refer to any commercial agency, or 
(Mention this paper.) 


Syndicate Publishing Co. 
234 S. Eighth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


rehaser. Any one wishing to P 
the cost of keeping the account i 
Address, 
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CHRISTMAS 
BRICKS 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


OUR OWN INVENTION. 





(COPY RIGHT.) 
Candy boxes made to resemble bricks ; fill with 
candy; builda chimney; have our special exer- 


cises, and fairy changes bricks into presents for 
the children. One dollar's worth of “ k"’ Con- 
cert Exercises and Equipments Free with all 
orders. Free giftsconsistof Grand Cantata, with 
Music, Pantomime, Dialogues, Recitations, Brick 
me + ol LF poster wit picture ° ponte 
aus for advertisin, rposes, an a large ‘aper 
Window ‘Winter’ for dressing the platform, 
making interior look home-like and coay, and 
showing the « »~w out-doors—a veritable rist- 
mas Eve! We send full directions for everything, 
and in order to stimulate ingenious contriving we 
will pay $50 for the best chimneys built this year. 
Order quick, as brick building for Christmas is 
all the rage. ices: qaarter Pound, 100, $1.50; 
800, 14; 96.90. Half-Pound, 100, $2.00; from 
200 to 500, $1.75 a hundred; 600 up, $1.50 a hundred. 
One Pound, 100, $2.50; 300, $6.75; 500, $11, Sample 
Free. Send for catalogue of Brick Fire-place 
Paper, Patent Snow Storm Machine, Cardboard 
Bells and Stars, Wigs and Beards, etc., eto. 
J. & P. B. MYERS, inventors, 86 John St., WN. Y. 


A Sunday Game dior 


Send 2c, stamp for particulars. Agents wanted. 



























a: 


The Samaritan LOOKED and had 

COMPASSION «> GAVE 

WHATSOEVER WAS 
NEEDED. 


GO AND DO THOU LIKEWISE 


LOVE 
THY 


CUDND 


GOD 








, NARS, 
iw (loi $h25 7 


> The Westminster 
. SRNaTioN™ 


with Sabbath-School Blackboard 
a Manual 
The Superintendent’s Assistant 


Price, 75 cents a quarter ; $3 a year. Size, 4by 3 feet, 
@ separate sheet foreach Sunday. Send forasample | 


W. A. WILDE & CO., - Boston, Mass. 
Send postal card for free sample pages. 














sheet to 
JOHN H. SCRIBNER 
Aeetiiditimensrs vitlcand _ —<—<$<$<—$—$—_ Business Su —;, 
i 
MUSIC caer Ses Scr SYSTEM.| vo Pablication and x. Philadelphia, | 
GRRE WA Fite ORBEBL SENSE: 

Th T oo 

G.8, Rice 





oo Rameee EAST ANTHEMA. Vol. 1.06 
r oy r doz. Sample, 15 cents, 
usic Co., 243 State St., Chicago, i, * hel Chimes for Sunday-schools. % pp. Sample, 10 
Contains the last pons of Philip Piltips—sagegre cts, KR. H. Randall. pub., 324 Dearborn St., Chicago. 


ayaas a 64 oook of exceptionally good music for 
the 5. 8.and Y. P. society. Send 10c. for sample copy. 
Your money back if not satiafied. Price, $10 per 100, 








2 FINE XMASS. 5. PROGRAMS. Sam 
2c.each. Supplies, 3c. each ( lar price, So.). nm 





RR Rese eran au 
ofthe U. e 
C. Romine, 728 W. Wontingdon Si, Phila. Pa. 








by express, pot prepaid. Gro. F. Rose Co., 
Chicago: 940 " adleo ew 


, HE & Co., | for descriptions and _ prices of Xmas cantatas, choir 
n St.; New York: 44 E. 234 St. sth icago. 


and 8.58. books. §.W. STRAUS & C0., 245 State 8. Ch 



























































The Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, December 7, 1895. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter.” 


” The reguiat edition this week for subscribers is more 
than 154,000 copies. 





Terms of Subscription. 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new subscrib- | 
ers. Theso rates include postage : | 


One COpy, ONC VOAT...1..00....0s-cscrerererve ceees sorseeee $1.50 | 
One copy, five years, fall payment in advance.. 5.00 


To Ministers, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.09 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 
in advance, 


SCHOOL CLUBS 


Any school or ony set of teachers, or of scholars, 
will be supplied with as mony copies as may be de- 
sired, at the following yearly club rates: 

For any number of copies (more than one) mailed 
to individual addresses, $1.00 each. 

‘or five or more copies in a package to one address, 
60 cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to 
one person only, and no names can be written or 
printed on the separate papers. 

The papers for a club nay be ordered sent partly 
to individual addresses at $1.00 each, and partly ina 
peckage to one address, at fifty cents each, whenso 


The papers for aclub should all go to one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
school get their mail matter from one t-office, and 
others in the same school get theirs from another, the 

pers will be sent accordingly. . Thisapplies to k- 
age clubs at fifty cents per Copy to the extent that 
large packages may be divided Into smaller packages 
of five or more copies each, if desired. 

Free Copies. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for in a club of 
either character. The free copies for 


ackage clubs 
cannot well be sent separately, but will 


included in 


e peckage. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, and the rate to be 
the we rtionate share of the yearly club rate. 

Schools that are open during only a portion of t 

T, may subscribe at club rates for such a length o 


as the papers may be required. 
Subscribers to whom the 


of Address. 
paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
@ year,can have the address changed at any time 
without charge’ Members of package clubs do not 
bave this privilege, but can have a copy transferred 
from a package toa separate address at the rate of one 
cent per week for the unexpired time of the subscri 
tion, when it has over six months to run. When It 
has but six months or less to run, the cost to a | 
is twenty-five cents to the end of the subscription. If 
Speckage club subscriber intends to change his or her 
ress for a few weeks only, we will mail an extra 
copy, as long as desired, at the rate of three cents per 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
¢ should be careful to name, not only the post- 
o #to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should includ 


















and proficiency. 


almost at sight. 


music, 


Money must be sent with Order. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“, . An 


utoharp 
Christmas. 


From all over the count 
demand for Autoharps for 
no wonder, for the Autoharp has been found 
to be adapted to all grades of musical taste 
Any one can play the 
popular music of the day, sacred or secular, 


has come the 
hristmas. And 


Our popular Style 2% is pictured here. It 
has 23 strings and five bars, producing the 
following five chords: C, F and B b Major, 
and C and G Seventh. 
handsome. 18% inches long, 1o inches wide. 
Instruction book containing 22 pieces of 
music rack, pick, spiral pick and 
tuning key with each style 2%. 


Its appearance is 


Price, $5.00. 









Express prepaid to any Express Office in U. S. 
Catalogue (beautifully illustrated) sent Free. 


ALFRED DOLGE & SON, Dept. A, rx7 East 13th Street, NEW YORK CITY. 
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No. 2%. 


$5.00 


Ss es ee 














TQ Cat«logue, illu in 
and Crpane, —, 
jexelusively to gene! 





to Write at o 





FREE! FREE! 


colors, con 
we are the only firm of actual manufactu 


» at fact 
you get the 


who have purchased millions of dollars worth of 

ts from us during the 
of ten thousand recent patrons 
locue free. 


money. Thereare no agents’ 
or middiemen’s profits 
CASH or on EASY PAYMENTS, 
¢o sult your circumstances. Pianos and 
Organs shipped on 30 
own home under our special warrant f 
years. No money ired in advance, 
Safe delt to rehneer 
ERMS ae Sa 
REFERENCES: Our bank, 




















Send for our 
| new 1896 
pluonis uv. a our Planes 


ite , 
added. 









ys’ trial in your 
‘or 








ranteed. 
action, fo Pay. 


bank. any bank 
or ay of the multitude of 











30 years. A list 
It wie avery etter 








Aut Exraae for each instrument FR: 














CORNISH & CO , Washington, New Jersey. 





























both county and state. 

Ifa club subscription is renewed by some other - 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription 
such person will oblige the publishers by stating tha’ 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
POrMeEd last VEar DY... csceccesseeteccneseeceeenere 

The paper wiil not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, uniess by special request. The 
pa for a club will invariably be discontinued 
atthe expiration of thesubscription. Renewals should 
therefore be made early. 

nolgh copies of any one issue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which Include postage : 

One copy, oneyear, 8 shillings 
Two or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each. 
To ministers an missionaries, 


for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 


To secure the above rates for two or more coples. 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent either singly to the individual addresses or in 
iress, whichever may be preferred 

‘or Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribera. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
10381 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550, 
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A delicious drink in- 
stantly made from 


WHITMAN 
) BISTANTANEOUS 
} CHOCOLATE. 


~ 
. 
* 
6 Perfect in flavor and 
Mquality. Put up tf 
™ 
” 








} = 
a 


n 
pound and half-pound ‘ 
tins. 


Stephen F. Whitman 


SOOCOCOCC0C000 








& So 
8 Sole Mfre., 
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~ BREAKFAST—SUPPER. 


EPPS'S 


GRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


COCOA 


BOILING WATER OR MILK. ; 
2 Minutes for 


Refreshments 
Handy | Tablet 


| 
requires peithersugarnor | 
spoon to make healthful 
and refreshing drinks the | 

| 























moment it touches water. 
Sample hy mail. 10 centa. 
‘The RANDY TABLET CO., 10211 N.Front St.,Philadeiphia, Pa, 
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modern rider. 


experts, superintendent, master mechanic, etc. 


plant in the world—buy 


under our own roof—hence we know we are right in warranting the Waverley to be the best b 
in the world, regardless of price. Do you want the best? “Ou 











the best of high-grade 








Are made in the largest and 


best equipped bicycle factory in the world 


ut a co of scientific men to construct a bicycle that will meet the demands of the 
ft ~ We fove the best men in the world in each department—steel experts, mechanical 
—the largest and most thorough! 


modern bicycle 
material, regardless of cost, and make orery part 
1 is free b il — 
t catalogue is free by mail. 
Indianapolis, 


INDIANA BICYCLE CO., s, Ind., U. SA 











FOR GENERAL 


BLACKING APPLIED AND 


POLISHED WITH A BRUSH’ 


. SUN PASTE 
FOR A QUICK AFTER-DINNER SHINE 
APPLIED AND POLISHED WITH A CLOTH” 





Morse Bros. Props.Canton,Mass.,.USA. 











Smaii size, $1 
Large size, $2.50 


ENTERPRISE 


RAISIN SEEDER 


aa TINNED “@s 


A simply constructed, and inexpensive labor- and time- saving machine. 


Removes every seed without waste. Ca 


large size, 1 Ib. a minute. 
helpful labor-savers—fi 


ity—Small size, x Ib. in 5 minutes ; 
At all dealers in kitchen goods. Write for catalog of 


ree. 
THE ENTERPRISE MPG. CO., 34 & Dauphin Sts., Phila., Pa. 


If you want a sure relief for pains in the back, side, chest, or 


limbs, use an 


Ilcock’s 


BEAR IN MIND—Not one of the host of counterfeits and imita- 
tions is as good as the genuine. 


Porous 
Plaster 





: Vol. 37, Ne. 49 
AMERICAN FIRE 


Insurance Company. 
Office, Company’s Building, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








CASH CAPITAL..... 
Reserve for Reinsuran 

other claims.,................ 1,716,750-47 
Surplus over all Liabilities,... . 178,355-75 


| 
| TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1895. 
$2,395,606.22. - 


THOS, H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P. PEROT. Vice-President, 
RICHARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas. 
WM. F. WILLIAMS, Asst. Sec. 


DIRECTORS : 
Thos. H. Montgomery, Charles P. Perot, 
Israel Morris, Jos. E. Gillingham, 
Pemberton S. Hutchinson, Charles 8. Whelen, 
Alexander Biddle, Edward F. Beale, 
| Jobn 8. Gerhard. 





Sunshine in Our Italy in Southern Cal. 


A ten-acre orange-grove, with dwelling and barn, on 
| Magnolia Avenue, Riverside. Seven acresof the trees 
18 years old. Walk right in and take ion, 
thereby securing a winter (and summer) home on the 
most beautiful avenue in the United Price 
2,500 cash. Five per cent bonus will give you a: 
ays’ option, and which will be credited on the price 
if you accept this offer. Don't delay in soning yout 
5 per cent to Thos. Bakewell, 872 Main Street, River- 
side, Cal., as the barbers’ rule necessarily applies. 
Reference, any cf our bank presidents or officers. 


A BARGAIN 


532 acres. 350 cleared, balance timber and wood, 
Frame house, 11 rooms. Well watered. Will sell 
che p, to settle an estate. Write for free catalog. 


R. B. Chaffin & Co., Inc., Richmond, Va. 
IF YOU WANT A guaranteed income for life, 


Perfected Annuity Bonds 
meet the want perfectly. Investigate. Address, stat- 
ing age, B. G. CARPENTER, 256 Broadway, New York. 


AGENTS WANTED—MEN and WOMEN 


ag-Any wide-awake man or women can earn $100.00 a 
month (and more) canvassing for the book 


UR JOURNEY AROUND THE WORLD 


By Rev, Francis E, Clark, 














rot United Soc. Badowver. his encase mee map. 
and entertainment, and the —_ “ I Gr 


‘ion 
Crone nt has sold 800, another 282, and others f 
25 to Foyt yt Fy in 5 8000 
more foes ‘wanted. Now is the time to work for the holidays. 
Di ce no hindrance, for we Pay Credit, 
nan pee. be " Extra Terms, and Exclusive Ter- 
ritory. ‘or terms and specimen engrav: 

A. D. WORTHINGTON & wit 


co., H rd, 

MEN O ae 

Wek ien Cah Make $40 a Week 
from now till after Christmas, taking orders for the 
new child’s Bible, “‘ Sacred Picturesand The'r Teach- 
ings.”’ 400 beautiful engravings, 20 pagesof oil-colored 
plates. Special holiday inducements. Exclusive ter- 
ritory. ks on credit. Freights paid. Gold watch 
premiums. A postal card will secure an offer from 
us. Price of book, $2.50, postage paid. Address, 
KEYSTONE PvuB. Co., 8th and Locust Sts., Phila., Pa. 


> 
AGENTS We are running day and night 

to supply the demand for “ Com- 
PEN DIUM,” the greatest seller out. A reference book. 
Agent's outfits free. Postage, 10 cents. 


(free) to 





t 
BisLe Houser, 51 N, 7th Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 















Wick can be put in a 
PURITAN OIL 
HEATER 


(No. 44, only $6, 
freight paid) 
just as easy as filling the 
Cast iron Oil Well with 
oil—and that you may 
know is easy, when it’s 
no more trouble than 
pouring milk into a 
tumbler. No odor, no 
smoke, no dust or dirt. 
The Puritan will héat 
any ordinary room. 
Money back if not 
satisfactory. Sold 
also by _ dealers, 
Booklet of larger 
and smaller sizes 


Cleveland Foundry Co,, 


82 Platt St. Cleveland, 0. 


SAVE % YOUR FUEL 


By using our (stove pipe) RADIATOR. 
With its 120 Cross Tubes, 

ONE stove or furnace does the work of 
TWO, Drop postal for proofs from 
prominent men. 
f TO INTRODUCE OUR RADIATOR, 

the first order from each neighborhood 
= filled at WHOLESALE price, and segures 
anagency, Write at once. 


RocuesterR RADIATOR COMPANY, 
No. 4 Furnace 8t., ROCHESTER, WN. Y. 


. 
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e 

The Improved, Sztr ReevutaTiune, 

“Old Reliable” has no superior. 

World's Favorite, Cents in stamps fer 

new 2 Poultry Guide and 

for Pocuret von Prorrr madr 
Address, RELIABLE INCUBATOR 

ND BROODER (CO.. Qorwer, his 






























If your ran ate 
wear out, it’s because you don’t use 





BIAS VELVETEEN 


SKIRT BINDINGS 
It’s easy to prove it for yourself. 
Don’t take any nay ny, Paargee you see 


“S. H. & M.’’ on th bel, no matter 
what anybody tells you. 


If your dealer will not supply you, we 
will. 


les, showin; 
- Co., P. O. 


Send for sam 


labels and materials, 
tothe S, H. & 


x 699, New York City. 








ER pe tn are ae hae ical 
collars and cuffs w are made of fine cluth, 
both i ay finished P otik @ ea and, being £6 reversible, one 


collar oe eS of any 
wear well. A box of ten 
collars or five pairs ot cuffs for twenty-five cents. 
A sample collar and pair “s cuffs by mail for six 
cents. ame st i, and size, 


BLE COLLAR Costes PANY 
7 Freaklia *., New Tom. 


P1., Boston. 


ord 
S Union Ss 








Faatinorbiic 


For Waists, Sleeves 
and Skirts __1s*traction» 
ei We Wabash romeo, Colona: 


St Boston; ut nt. 
Ss for 12-yard 
















Philade 
sample 
ERBONE CO. 
WARREN FE pagal 





BS HARTSHORNS SESE ah 


NOTICE ee eee 


Uf Avr 


LABEL 
¥ THE GENUINE 


Jp HARTSHORN} 


Parker Pays the Postage on his Arctic Sock for men 
A en and children. Recommended by 
sand nurses for house, cham- 
. ont sick-room. Only sock for 
pe ad boots: it absorbs per- 
ration, Ask shoe 
desler, or a Fe 25c. 





with size. .- Mi. 
Parker, tés Bes 
ford St., Boston, Room L. 


DEAL SPRING BEDS. Our booklet, ‘ vag * Wide- 
awake Facts about Sieep,’”’ illustrating and describ- 
ing them, together with an up-to-date pocket map of 
your state, sent on receipt of three two-cent stam 
Foster Bros. Mre. Co., xB tn a, , Uties, N. 















“Addlson’ . 
“Rugby” 


is Yours ~~) 


If you say “Send me 
Catalogue No. 138 
with your address to 


The 
Waterbury Watch 
Co. 
Waterbury, Conn. 


FOR GIFTS and LIGHT 
Buy “MILLER” LAMPS 


ELEGANT DESIGNS, BEAUTIFUL FINISHES 


THE BEST LAMP MAD toate in ev 
Call and see it (a THOUSAND varieties), also our fine 
brass tables, with onyx tops. Buy ONLY “ Miller” 
lamps from dealers. Write for catalog. 
Mannfactu 

EDWARD MILLER & CO. pachithed isu. | 
28and 30West Broadway, andé6 Park Place, NewYork. 

‘Ss@ For cool weather buy & “ Miller” oil heater. 
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On ee ab la de 
— arr 


Handsome illustrated cata- 
logue mailed free to out-of- 
town residents—send for it. 
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9 ery? 
O’Neill’s 
Importers and Retailers 


Fine Millinery, Dry Goods, 
Fancy Goods, Cloaks, Costumes, 
Furniture, China, Glassware, Etc. 








BOO" 
We make a specialty of Mail Order Business, sending 
MAIL ORDERS goods to all parts of the world, guaranteeing satisfaction to 


the customer or refunding the money. 


SEND FOR OUR CATALOGUE 


H. O'NEILL & CO., sixth Avenue, 20th to 21st st. NEW YORK 
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SIXTH AVENUE 
2oth to 21st Street 


NEW YORK 


/ 
Holiday 
. . 
Gifts ~~ 
When you are ready 
to do your Christmas buy- 
ing go to “ The Big Store” 
where you will find the 
largest and best variety of 
useful and ornamental holi- 
day goods in New York 
City, and at prices within 
reach of the most economi- 
cal purse. 
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Church Furnishings» + 








IN THE WORLD 


OF BEAUTY 


ticlra | 
SOAP 


Is SUPREME 


Not only is it int most se bo gon 
and beaut: n the wor Li 
isthe purest, sweetes ft and most refreshing 
for tollet, LA y and nursery. It strikes atthe 
cause of bad complexions, falling hair, and 
simple baby biem shes, viz.: THE CLOGGED, 
INFLAMED, OVERWORKED, or ‘SLUGGISH PORE. 


throughout the world. British de Newsery, 
PH dy Portas Dave & Cur. Corr. a, Barton. 0 8 A 


“Educational 


Do not Stammer. 


Endorsed by Bishop Cyrus D. Foss, M. E. 
Church, Phila.; Prot, ft. C.Wood,M.D., it. D., 

and Prof. Harrison Allen, - D . University of 
Pa. Refer also to John Wattles & Co., 
publishers of The Suftiday Schoo! Times. 

Send for 54 page pamphlet to the PHILa- 
DELPHIA INA@TITUTE, } [Boring Garden St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. Established 1 

EDWIN 8. JOHNSTON, 
PRINCIPAL AND FOUNDER. 
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ELECTRICITY, af 


oe. Steam im Bg neering 
larine, Locomo! 


Tt ete MAIL. 


Tueate Seo Courses of Study. Send yg circu- 
State subject you wish to study. 
The ee Te Correspondence Schools, 
SCRANTON, PA. 























BOSTON, — 


Our large 24-page cee 


PIANO 


and up. 
jane *! a 
me, We 
Send for 


P. O. BOX 750 





gans, also our new ande clement cat- 
alogue of Pianos, containing 16 pp. 


FREE! 





In Buying a Piano or an Organ 


do not fall to examine the latest Mason & Hamlin models, , Recent 
improvements together with time-tested points of superiority render them 
instruments par excellence. ©)]d pianos or organs taken in exchange. 
Instruments sold for cash or easy payments, 


Catalogues and full information sent, free. 


Musons Hamlin Co. 


_NEW YORK, 


ORGAN 


$25.00 
and up. 


_ CHICAGO. 


eof Or. 


Easy payment. Fw mod trial in 7 own 
ively guarantee every Organ and Piano 


BEETHOVEN P. & O. CO., 


2% years. 


WASHINCTON, N. J. 
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Ladies’ Aid Societies, 

In church work the women are always 
in front. Three-fourths of the churches 
of America would be speedily closed 
without their help. Yet they are often 
puzzled as to what new steps to take to 
make their special work bright and inter- 
esting. We suggest Lantern services. 
Don't be startled! Our Stereopticons are 
perfectly safe, easily operated, and are 
sold to Ladies’ Aid Societies on easy in- 





stalments and slides rented. 


Send for further particulars, and lantern literature, 
and get more light on the subject. 


RILEY BROTHERS, | 


16 Beekman St., New York. | 


Boston: 244 Washington St. CHIcaGo: 19 La Salle St, | 
Kansas Crry (Mo.): 515 East 14th St, MINNEAPOLIS « 1564 
Hennepia Ave. CHATTANOOGA: 708 Market St. San 

Kearny 8t. PORTLAND: 411 Couch St. 





Branches : 


cisco: 430 








SEND FOR CATALO 


L. MANASSE. 


CHICAGO I! 





68 MADISON 








pac ae ae 
; ont er, dea St., M. ¥. 





THE GREAT CHURCH LIGHT 


1. PL PMENM Oi Pocetan. Nou? veer ws. | 


James G. Wilson 





Patentee and 
Manufacturer 


74 W. 23d St., New York 
Send 3 two-cent rs Jor tMustrated catalog. 
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BOLLING PARTITIONS 
for dividing church and school buildin sound 
roofand airtight. In different woods. With black- 
oard surface if required. 2000 churches and mauy 
public school buildings are using them. 
Venetian linds in all woods, 
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GRAND RAPIDS .MICHT. 


Church and Lodge 
Furniture, 

Opera Chairs, 
Invalid Chairs 


S. C. SMALL & CO., 
90 Canal St., Bostou 
Catalogs sent. 








The Leading Conservatory of America 

Cart Fag.ren, Director. 
Founded in 1853 by 
E. Tourjée- 














LITITZ, PA 
A Moravian school for girls and young women, 
Founded 1794. 45 minutes from |.encaster, and one 
hour from Readiag. For information and catalogs, 
apply to CHARLES B. SHULTZ, D.D., Principal. 
STUDY A thorough and practical 
* business education in book- 


OM keeping, shorthand, etc., given by fat ot at 
stu E rates, Catalog free: trial 
100. “aevA STRATTON. 10 College Bidg., Buffalo, N. Y. 





BOSTON ’ & TITUTE Traine 
beovre: SAMMELBIS fests 





Teachers Wanted *30°t!Snis. Mo. 191 Bureau, 


19th year. 


RANKL IN CoLLeer, New Athens,O. Total cost, 
'__ $140 a year. _ Thorough, safe, cheap. Catalog fi ieee. 








Church Furnishings 


SAQENDORPH’S PATENT SECTIONAL 


Steel Ceilings and 
Side Wall Finish. 


For Churches and Residences, Catalogue, pricesand 
estimates, on application to the Sole Manufacturers, 


THE PENS IRON ROOFING & COR. CO., (Ltd.) Philada., Pa. 
Also makers of Lightning, Fire and Storm-Proof 
Steel Roofing and Siding. Get circulars. 


Stamped Steel Ceilings — 


Decorative, Durable, and Best for 
Church Ceilings of any shape, old or 
new. Send for Catalog B. 


H. S, NORTHROP, 35 Cherry St., N, ¥. 
CHURCH, HALL, and LODGE 


FPURNITURE, PULPITS, CHAIRS, étc. 
GEO. D. SWAN, successor to BaxTER C. Swan, 
___246 South Second Street. Phils., Pa. 


PULPIT FURNITURE. 
A. B. & E. L. SHAW, 27 Sudbury Street, Boston. 
Send for illustrated catalogue. 
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Mid weseen Exp'n. Vengo aby 


SHUR =e oar 












OD 52 or os mses Sane" Sei ces 




























































- —" ra < ¥ ea , . P4 
Suid ii phe Soe ae eee ‘ + et Pe ee nat Vea o, ug iin. oe 
pF MS tLe eae > SPE ae Br ge. ae ee eee a peed a ee one oN A hs 
5 REY Fe ge AE TO ae Re ree a ek ee Ha Fe, ae 
; ue 






? ee 
an 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES “December 7, 1895 | 


















Published. Every Wednesday, 52 Times a Veer at he Ee House, New York. Louss Klopsch, Proprietor. 


. There is only one Paper in all the World Edited by DR. TALMAGE, and that is THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. It is 
the ne the Best, the Most Attractive, the Most Interesting Weekly Paper in Existence. Radiant with eet 
COLORS, it Sparkles like a Cluster of Precious Gems, Adorning and Cheering | 

every Home it enters. Rich and Poor, High and Low, Great and Small, Old and 
Young Welcome it as a Friend, and Delight in its Weekly Visits. “THE CHRIS- 
TIAN HERALD Fairly Bubbles Over with Good Things;so abundant are 
its Literary and Musical, and: Artistic Attractions, while its Matchless 
S&S COLORED PICTURES Excite the Admiration and Wonderment of all 
< who see them. Never was a Paper Published ‘more Pure, more I: 

























YOUR Home. It is knocking at your Door for Admission. Bid it Enter. 
Once Admitted, it will soon make Friends and endear itself to the Hearts of P 
EDITOR. all who read it. Invite its Weekly Visits, and you will never, never wish sfarr contrisiTor. 


them to cease, for THE CHRISTIAN HERALD grows on Acquaintance, and the more you see it, the better you will like it. 


Shall we Send You this Splendid Library ? 


Now, we are so thoroughly in Earnest in this matter of making you Acquainted with THE CHRISTIAN HERALD that if 
you will Send us $3, you shall not only Receive that Matchless Paper for one Whole Year—52 TIMES—but we will also Send 
FREE and All Charges PRE-PAID, our MARVELOUS LIBRARY, consisting of TEN very Elegant and Exceedingly Useful 

, VOLUMES, all Contained in a HANDSOME, Durable BOOK-CASE, 
Constituting the FINEST Premium ever offered to an In t Public. 

This Library of Ten Books contains over 3000 PAGES of Bold, Clear 

Type, with Illustrated Title Pages, Printed on Excellent Paper, and Beautifully 

Bound in RICH SILK CLOTH, with an Exceptionally Artistic Gilt Stamp 

on side and back. The Book-case is lined inside with Imported Marbleized 

Material and covered on the outside with the same Rich SILK Cloth Em- 

| ployed in the Binding of the Books. The Library with Book-case is Shipped 
—————— in a Solid Wooden Box which will —— its Safe Delivery er 








The Volumes Selected and Prepared for this superior Library are as follows: 
1. AROUND THE TEA-TABLE. é ; By T. De Witt Talmage. 
2. BOOK OF GOLDEN DEEDS. ‘ . Charlotte M. Yonge. 
3. READINGS AND RECITATIONS FOR WINTER EVENINGS. Very Excellent. 
4. GOLDEN TREASURY FOR THE CHILDREN OF GOD. . .  Bogatzky. ' 
5. THE CHILDREN’S PORTION. Very Interesting, Entertaining, and Edifying. 
6. HOW TO GET ON IN THE WORLD, or the Ladder to Practical Success. 
7. CAPITAL STORIES BY AMERICAN “AUTHORS. N. Hawthorne and others. 
8. AMERICAN CITIZENS’ HANDBOOK, or Things Every Patriot Should Know. 
#9. A BUDGET OF CHRISTMAS TALES. . Charles Dickens and others. 
; ze 10. PARLOR AMUSEMENTS AND SOCIAL ETIQUETTE. Exceedingly Helpful. 
PTF These TEN elegant BOOKS and the handsome BOOK-CASE with a 
Year’s Subscription to THE CHRISTIAN HERALD (altogether worth over $6), are sent on receipt of only $3. Each Volume, 
Complete in itself, makes a very Superior CHRISTMAS GIFT, and all who avail themselves of this Unequalled 
‘ Offer, Receive TEN Attractive PRESENTS, and a Year’s Subscription to THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


0 Not Delay, Act Today or You may be Too Late 


Only a few months ago we were Compelled to Return Thousands of Orders, that were Received Too Late d 
to Share in one of our Amazing Premium Offers, and we Sound this Timely Warning to Avoid Sore Dis- < 


R Money REFUNDED if age hear LATE. 
PGES Soi peaeny 912 canes tien “wn ae Christian Herald | : 
shusscat. EDITOR. Ofer Adios ys: FOST OFFICE Adie Ao Nem spon Company. 160 to 170 Bible House, New York. we 
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The Sunday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustw: orthy. Should, however, an advertisement of a y not having good commercial credit be inadvertentiy inserted re 
the publishers will refund to subscribers any money that they lose eby. 





